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For this edition of the Journal, | address a one-word fad in Christianity.
word is “brokenness.” In my essay, Personal Brokenness | show how your own
story of brokenness and dysfunction, rather than making the Gospel more
relatable to others, can become a substitute for the Gospel.

This edition’s Wittenberg Trail feature, Led to Christ is written by Dr. Alfonso
Espinosa. He tells us about being raised a nominal Roman Catholic with “no
idea what the saving gospel was,” and how that Gospel was found in the
Lutheran confession.

You’ll also find a list of our generous sponsoring congregations at the end of the
Journal.

Enjoy this edition of the Journal.
Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.
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Personal Brokenness

by Todd Wilken

If there were an award for the most overused and misused word in the
popular Christian vocabulary, it would have to go to the word “broken.”

| am a broken person.

We connect to each other and to God through our shared brokenness.

All of us are broken. By acknowledging our flaws and imperfections, we
can find the beauty and strength that come from our brokenness.

When a word enters Christian parlance, the first question we should ask
Is, what does it mean? Is this word just another way of teaching an old truth of

Scripture, or is this new word introducing a new doctrine?

When Scripture describes Christians as broken, it is always talking about
repentance. The prime example is in Psalm 51:17, “The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” Here are
a few other examples:

My spirit is broken, my days are extinguished, The grave is ready for me.

(Job 17:1)

I have been forgotten like one who is dead; | have become like a broken
vessel. (Psalm 31:12)

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.
(Psalm 34:18)

Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
(Psalm 51:8)
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Reproach has broken my heart and | am so sick. And | looked for
sympathy, but there was none, And for comforters, but | found none.
(Psalm 69:20)

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. (Psalm 147:3)

The Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent
me to bind up the brokenhearted. (Isaiah 61:2)

Is this how Christians are using the word “broken” when they say things
like, “I am a broken person,” or “We all have our own stories of brokenness”?
Often when Christians talk about their brokenness they aren’t taking about
repentance. They aren’t saying, “I’m repentant.” Rather, they are saying, “I’'m
dysfunctional, I’'m flawed, my life is messy, in disarray, | don’t have it all

together.”

Call it Personal Brokenness. It began with the evangelicals, borrowing
from the language of self-help and group therapy. They were “broken” before it
was cool. Evangelical pastor Erik Reed writes,

Brokenness. Listen, and you will hear it. Songs in worship gatherings and

on Christian radio contain it. Churches use it on their websites to

describe their culture to potential visitors. Pastors and leaders stand on
stage and explain how broken they are and how their church is a place
for broken people. Congregants use the word to describe themselves.

Brokenness has never been so popular.t

Lately, even Evangelicals have started to see a problem. Articles have
begun appearing online about the dangers of Personal Brokenness. Even
Evangelicals have realized that romanticizing personal dysfunction and
glamorizing bad life decisions can lead to a “more-broken-than-thou” one-

upmanship among pastors and laypeople.

Personal Brokenness isn’t simply a new way to express an old Scriptural

truth. It is itself a new teaching. What is it?
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Personal Brokenness Is a Means of Grace

Tullian Tchividjian is a best-selling Christian author and the former pastor
of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He is perhaps

the most famous evangelist for the gospel of Personal Brokenness.

Tchividjian has turned his own story of brokenness (adultery, divorce,
public disgrace and removal from the pastoral office) into a cottage industry. In
his writings, Tchividjian sometimes uses the word brokenness to mean sin, and
sometimes to mean merely the dysfunction and messiness of life. The two are
often confused. Here’s a good example. In a blog post titled, “The Good News
of Dysfunction” Tchividjian has written about being welcomed by his second

wife’s extended family:

When | met my wife Stacie and she started to tell me about her jacked-up
family, | was taken aback. All of the issues on that list—from teen
pregnancies to multiple divorces to affairs—make up just a small portion
of the many dysfunctional narratives of her large and extended family.... |
instinctively latched onto a piece of moralistic driftwood to help me think |
was better off than they were. After all, | came from one of the “good”
families, an intact family, a famous Christian family. Sure, we have our own
form of dysfunction, but not like her family. Our sins are more
‘respectable"”, "normal", and "acceptable." The sins of her family are more
explicitly and socially grievous. But all of my blind, self-righteous
nonsense was confronted head-on when this rag-tag group of bedraggled
“less thans” welcomed me with open arms. They embodied Jesus’ words
that “those who have been forgiven much, love much.”

Tchividjian concludes:
But the beauty that emanates from their brokenness is this: they
comprehend something profound about God’s mercy because they

comprehend something profound about their messiness.?

What does brokenness mean here? To be fair, we really don’t know. Is it
sin? Is it the negative consequences of sin? It is merely the fact that | can’t get

my act together? It seems to be all of these rolled together.
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Is it biblical to talk about the “Good News” of our sin/brokenness/

dysfunction/messiness? No.

Tchividjian’s writing is typical of the message of Personal Brokenness. Sin
and its consequences are a frequent subject—not as a warning, or a call to

repentance, but as a kind of means of Grace.

Our brokenness isn’t a state from which we
need to be rescued by the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Rather our brokenness is itself
a kind of Good News, something that itself
emanates beauty and comfort. But
Scripture never describes our sin or its
consequences in our lives as a source of

comfort, much less “Good News.”

Personal Brokenness Comes in Degrees

While everyone is equally sinful, not everyone’s life is equally messed up
by their sin. Many Christians, sinners that they are, don’t throw their marriages,
families and careers into ruin. They manage, by God’s grace, to avoid some of

the worst consequences of their sin.

So by that measure, some Christians are more broken than others. This is
something Personal Brokenness readily admits and emphasizes. Look again at
Tchividjian’s statement: “the beauty that emanates from their brokenness is this:
they comprehend something profound about God’s mercy because they
comprehend something profound about their messiness.” So, what about those
Christians whose lives aren’t as messy and dysfunctional? Do they comprehend

less about God’s mercy? Apparently so.
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If brokenness comes in degrees, and if the degree of your brokenness
determines your comprehension of God’s mercy, then the more broken you are,

the more mercy you comprehend.

Again, this is the problem with Personal Brokenness. It creates two
classes of Christians: those who really comprehend God’s mercy because their
lives are a train wreck, and those who don’t fully comprehend God’s mercy

because their lives aren’t. The former “get’ the Gospel, the latter don’t.

This is an obvious overreaction to late 20th century evangelicalism’s
emphasis on “God’s wonderful plan for your life.” If Evangelicals of the recent
past portrayed the Christian life as all rainbows and sunshine, with the “real
Christians” living their best lives now, Personal Brokenness stands that on its
head and thereby tumbles off the horse on the other side. According to Personal
Brokenness, the “real Christians” are now those whose lives are most screwed

up; because they are the only ones who can truly understand God’s Grace.

Personal Brokenness Is Personal

Personal Brokenness has a penchant for personal testimony. An author at
a Christian blog, Dominick Santore, writing of a fellow contributor, explains this
fondness for autobiography:

I’m not Chad Bird. None of us are. But like him, we’ve been broken.
We’ve dealt with our share of suffering. We’ve all got a story to tell about
it. Some of us don’t do it on paper. Some of us do in conversations over
coffee, looking across the table at someone with the raw expression of
honesty written on our faces. Some of us do it in small groups, urging
people with our stories to see what grace and mercy really looks like, so
they might find the courage to follow suit.3

This may help answer the question of why so many Christians are drawn
to Personal Brokenness. Evangelicalism has a long history of personal

testimony. The Evangelical testimony was about how much your life had
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improved since being saved. The testimony of Personal Brokenness may be
about how little your life has improved, but the subject of the story remains the

same: you and your life.

This all comes with the best of intentions. It’s an attempt to say to others,

“I’m no better than you are. I’'m a sinner just like you.” And this is a good thing to

do. Erik Reed puts it this way:

One value at the church | pastor... is
“pompous-free realness.” This refers to our
R 1 unwillingness to celebrate facades or

G masks. We discourage pretending in
church because there is a full quota on
churches hosting weekly masquerade balls.
Churches must be places of refuge for
hurting people. People crave realness. So, |
am for broken people and welcoming the
broken. | do not discourage brokenness.*

But the testimony of Personal
Brokenness seems designed to help others
relate to the messenger more than the
message:

We have opportunities to paint vivid
pictures of brokenness and heartache, and
we have an even greater opportunity to
frame that picture with mercy, grace,
forgiveness and love... To paint this picture,
to frame it, and hang it across your body
for someone to see, is to share the Gospel.>

The picture Personal Brokenness paints is “brokenness and heartache.” God’s
“mercy, grace, forgiveness and love” are the frame. So ask yourself, which is
usually more important, the picture or the frame? What is the gospel being
shared if the picture is one’s own brokenness and heartache, and God’s mercy

is merely the frame?
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Personal Brokenness as Another Gospel

If others need to hear the story of your life before they can hear the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, something is wrong. If God’s mercy applies only to the

degree of your dysfunction, we are dealing with a different gospel.

What makes it different is not that it denies the =

sufficiency of Jesus saving work, but that it
denies that His work applies fully to every

Christian, regardless of the state of their life.

What makes it different is not that it
fails to present the story of the Savior, but that
it presents that work as merely a frame to the

more important story of personal brokenness.

Jesus bled and died for all sinners. This __
means that His Gospel is for all sinners—no s — _W
exceptions, no distinctions, no conditions to Je =
qualify. The Gospel is for BOTH the guy who can’t hold down a job or
keep a wife, AND the successful businessman who can. The Gospel is for BOTH
the girl with a promiscuous past AND Grandma who never slept with anyone but

Grandpa.

Should Christians be honest about the state of their lives? Of course.
Admit your sin and dysfunction, but don’t allow them to become the point. Far
less should they become the standard that others must match to qualify for

God’s mercy.

This is why when Scripture uses the word “broken” it is always talking
about repentance. The Brokenness of repentance is a miracle worked in the

heart of sinners by God Himself. The Brokenness of repentance doesn’t come in
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degrees. The Brokenness of repentance doesn’t look for comfort in your

brokenness, but in Jesus death on the Cross. The Brokenness of repentance
isn’t about you; it’s about Jesus and Jesus alone.

If You Really Want the Gospel to Be Clear

If you really want the Gospel to be clear, then be clear. If you're talking
about sin, then use the word sin. If you’re talking about repentance then use that
word. If all you’re talking about is how you don’t
have your life together, don’t confuse that with sin
or repentance. Use the word “broken” the way the

Bible uses the word. It will avoid a lot of confusion.

If you really want the Gospel to be clear,
stop worrying about whether or not people can

relate to you and your story. Besides, people like
to talk about themselves. Your personal story of

brokenness is very interesting to you, but it is less
interesting to others.

If you really want the Gospel to be clear,

don’t send a mixed message about finding

comfort in your own brokenness when the only

comfort for sinners is in Jesus Christ.

If you really want the Gospel to be clear, remember, the Gospel isn’t
about you.

If you really want the Gospel to be clear, remember, the Gospel doesn’t
need your personal testimony to make it relevant or relatable.

If you really want the Gospel to be clear, talk less about yourself and your
life and more about Jesus and His.
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If you really want the Gospel to be clear, then make Jesus the picture, not

the frame. Paint that picture, but make sure that it is a portrait of Jesus, His life,

His death, His sacrifice at the Cross, His mercy and His forgiveness.

1Erik Reed, “Pastors & Churches: Don't Celebrate Brokenness,” April 20, 2018, https:/ftc.co/resource-
library/blog-entries/pastors-and-churches-dont-celebrate-brokenness.
2 Tullian Tchividjian, “The Good News of ‘Dysfunction’,” https://www.tullian.net/articles/the-good-news-of-

dysfunction.
3 Dominick Santore, “I’'m Not Chad Bird,” hitps://www.christholdfast.org/blog/im-not-chad-bird.

4 Reed, “Pastors & Churches”
5 Ibid.
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Christ-Centered Cross-Focused Talk Radio

Dear Issues, Etc. Listener:

During 2018 alone, Issues, Etc. listeners downloaded episodes of the show
almost 5 million times.

For more than 25 years, Issues, Etc. has produced Christ-Centered, Cross-
Focused talk radio featuring expert guests and expansive topics. We continue to
depend on both your faithful listening and your financial support.

Please make a year-end, tax deductible gift online by clicking here, or call Lynn
at (618) 223-8385. You can also donate by check. Make your check payable to
Issues, Etc. and send it to:

Issues, Etc.
Box 83
Collinsville, IL 62234

Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc. at the end of 2018, and thanks for
listening.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Tl (™

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.
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Wittenberg Trail:
Led to Christ

by Dr. Alfonso Espinosa

My journey from Roman Catholicism to Confessional Lutheranism was
the result of divine monergism; the outcome of sola gratia. All | did in
contribution to the LORD’s gracious work was fight against Him. Thanks be to
God that His love and mercy in Christ is stronger than the resistance of the
enemy of God (Ro 5:10). In Christ, life overtakes death.

| was born to loving Mexican-American parents who demonstrated
dedication and commitment to family. | was proud of my dad Robert, a U.S.
Marine who served in the Pacific arena during World War Il. My mother was
tireless and made it her priority in life to serve her family. They were nominally
Roman Catholic in practice, but thoroughly Roman Catholic in cultural identity.

Though we did not attend weekly mass, our house had beautiful
crucifixes adorning all the bedrooms. That sacred sign indelibly impressed me,
but | never knew its significance. My parents identified with the Catholic Church
to the extent that it went without saying that children were to be baptized, and
(at the very least) receive catechesis for first Holy Communion. My mother
taught me the Lord’s Prayer, and because she was a good Catholic mother, |
also learned the Hail Mary. When | was little, she blessed me with the sign of
the cross while speaking the name of God over me: “God bless my baby in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.”

Through all of this, my Roman Catholic mother was -- to the best of her
ability -- my first catechist. She did not hesitate to teach me that the LORD
created the heavens and earth. She would say as we did yard work together
under the beautiful sky, “How can anyone say that there is no God? Just look at
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what God has made!” My sister Susan, ten years my senior, talked to me about
the life of Christ, and made sure | knew what occurred on Christmas and Easter.
We also learned that in addition to the rites of the church and sacraments,
weddings and funerals were embedded in the life of the church.

Furthermore, basic Christian ethics were solid: sexual intimacy was for
marriage between a man and woman; marriage was life-long, and divorce was
shameful; children were sacred and abortion unthinkable. It was inappropriate to
curse, and it was sinful to disrespect and not obey parents. This is to say that
The Ten Commandments were held in high esteem. They were to be obeyed.
They were not negotiable.

Still, in all of this, | had no idea what the saving Gospel was. | was as
religious as | knew how, but | knew nothing of grace. Making matters worse, |
didn’t understand my violation of God’s Law, so | perceived no need for God’s
salvation. | was in trouble and didn’t know it.

| entered high school, therefore, with the following state of mind:
attending mass was not essential, but believing in God’s existence, coupled with
being a good person, was the key. | had the sense that if | honored my parents
and lived well (in accord with the religious markers detailed above) | had every
reason to consider myself right with God.

| was oblivious, however, to the fact that | was holding to the natural
religion of man. | had swallowed - hook, line and sinker — what Luther warned
of, namely, the presumption of righteousness. While | would not have hesitated
to say, “I believe in Jesus Christ,” | did not know why | needed Him, or what He
had done to save me. The crucifix was a mystery in the sense that its meaning
was hidden from me. It was good, it was holy, but | didn’t know why. | took false
comfort in believing that as long as | was doing my best while holding to the
basic teachings of the church, then | was good.

What had not happened was my knowing a Christ-centered faith. Jesus
Christ was a part of “the faith”. We must be careful here: all the things which
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flow from Christ (like the prayers, Divine Service, good works, holy vocation, as
well as the sacred crucifix) are indeed holy things when in fact they flow from
Christ. But when they do not hold up the centrality of solus Christus, then the
holy things easily become the things of anthropocentric religion. Their man-
centered approach assumes that we will be deemed worthy of God’s grace and
eternal life by our works and our lives.

In this system grace itself is something different, and not grace at all.
Here, grace is quantitative and infused. It corresponds to what we do, so that
what we do is indicative of our efforts to substantiate grace. Our life — what we
do — becomes the focus of the religionist. Grace itself takes on a different
meaning from the grace spoken of in the Lutheran Confessions on the basis of
Scripture. According to Scripture, grace is imputed. Grace is what is in the mind
of God on account of Christ alone. Grace is completely and utterly extra nos
(from outside of us).

Then, as a young teenager, | ran into a beautiful upperclassman and fell
head over heels (my wife approves of my sharing this for the purposes of this
column). Nancy (of sacred memory) was a baptized and confirmed member of
Church of Our Savior Lutheran Church (LC-MS) in Delano, CA. | was smitten and
asked how | could continue to see her. She informed me that that wasn’t
happening unless | came to her church. That was an easy call for a young man
with self-serving motives. | would have gone out to dig a ditch if | could just see
her again. Going to her church did not pose a problem. | am probably being too
extreme in my description, recalling that my upbringing considered church
attendance a good thing (though | had never developed the discipline). It was a
two-for-one deal: | could please God and see the girl at the same time! When
was life this good?!

That was when everything changed. Sitting in that LCMS pew | was
taught the Divine Service in The Lutheran Hymnal on page 15 and the Service of
the Word on page 5. The liturgy was more shaped by the Word of Christ than |
had ever seen it before. | was learning it for the first time. The Word of Christ
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enveloped me. It was an experience of sight and sound. The stained glass
above the altar was an image | will never forget: the Good Shepherd Jesus
holding His lamb. | was the lamb. This experience was about Jesus holding me.

Then there was my introduction to our hymnody. “Chief of Sinners
Though | Be” was one of the first hymns that provided me a visceral sense of the
Gospel. It put forth in a simple way my great malady. God’s answer was crystal
clear: Jesus shed His blood for me; Died that | might live on high, Lived that |
might never die, As the branch is to the vine, | am His, and He is mine. These
words started changing me. God’s light also came through Emma (a matriarch of
a pillar family in the church), who drafted me into the choir. The Word of Christ
was filling my heart and mind through Christ-centered sacred music.

Next came the main dishes. The pastor was a faithful man of God who
relied on the power of the Word of Christ. He was bold and transfixed to Christ
alone. Most importantly, he was all about Law and Gospel in his preaching. |
recall the first times | listened to him preach the Law. | sat squirming in my pew:
“Who is he speaking to?” He was unafraid to preach the truth about my sin. The
Law was cutting me down and cutting open my heart. | was helpless and could
never in a million years do enough to earn eternal life. By myself, | was a poor,
miserable sinner; dead in my trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1). But then this
orthodox pastor preached the Gospel: God had sent His Son to live for me, to
die for me, and to rise for me. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life were God’s
gifts to us in and through the only Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Framing his
preaching was — once again — our hymnody. Another hymn that we sang
constantly was “Christ, the Life of All the Living”:

Christ the Life of all the living,

Christ, the Death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving

To the darkest depths of woe,

Through thy suffering, death, and merit
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| eternal life inherit:
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Before | knew it, while | always enjoyed seeing my girlfriend, the day
came when | was going to Divine Service for Christ. After worshiping for about
three years, | started adult catechesis for confirmation. The pastor carefully took
me through our Confessions and taught me never to let anybody or anything
stand between me and the free grace of God in Christ Jesus. He taught me that
we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, revealed to us through
Scripture alone, and all this was founded upon and made possible by Christ
alone. At age 18 was | confirmed into the Lutheran confession and given
Romans 8:28 as my confirmation verse: “And we know that for those who love
God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.” This journey was for my good as it led me to the Lutheran confession.
It led me to Christ.
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Rev. David Magruder

1412 W. Swallow Rd.

Fort Collins, CO 80526
970-226-4721

Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Timothy Davis
518 Dexter St.
Wray, CO 80758
970-332-4630

FLORIDA

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Rev George Poulos Jr
7601 SW 39th Street
Davie, FL 33328
954-475-0683

Hope Lutheran Church
Rev Dr Mark Moreno
4541 N Wickham Rd
Melbourne FL 32935
321-622-6126

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Rev. Randy Blankschaen
24 W Wright St

Pensacola, FL 32501
850-438-8138

Zion Lutheran Church
Rev Robert Rojas Jr
16161 Marsh Rd

Winter Garden FL 34787
407-656-5751

GEORGIA

Trinity Lutheran Church
12391 Mercy Blvd
Savannah GA 31419
912-925-4839

IDAHO

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Tim Pauls

5009 Cassia St.

Boise, ID 83705
208-343-7212

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Reeder

407 S Hayes

Emmett ID 83617
208-365-5231
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Peace Lutheran

Rev. Paul Johnson

600 Stevens St. PO Box 33
Filer, ID 83328
208-326-5450

Augustana Lutheran
Rev Jonathon Krenz

(Meets at 7th Day Adventist Church)

1015 West C St
Moscow ID 83843
208-892-9224

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran

Rev. Neil Bloom
13541 W Highway 53
Rathdrum, ID 83858
208-687-1809

ILLINOIS

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Jeff Caithamer
509 S Mattis Ave
Champaign, IL 61821
217-359-1123

First Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. James Kellerman
1649 West Le Moyne St
Chicago, IL 60622
773-276-2338

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Michael Walther
Rev. Scott Adle

Rev. Aaron Mueller

1300 Belt Line Rd
Collinsville, IL 62234
618-344-3151

Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Mark Bestul

535 N McLean Blvd
Elgin, IL 60123
847-741-5433

Bethany Lutheran
Rev. Jeff Hemmer

5600 Old Collinsville Rd
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
618-632-6906

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Keseman

612 N. State St.

Freeburg, IL 62243
618-539-5664

Concordia Lutheran
Rev. Stephen Mueller
316 S Oakwood Ave
Geneseo, IL 61254
(309) 944-3993

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Em. David Fielding
Rev. Alan Beuster
3715 Wabash Ave
Granite City, IL 62040
(618) 876-7568

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Ben Ball

6969 W. Frontage Rd
Worden, IL 62097
P.O. Box 247

Hamel, IL 62046
618-633-2209

Messiah Lutheran

Rev. Karl Gregory

801 N Madison St
Lebanon, IL 62254
618-537-2300

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Kirk Clayton

Rev. Ryan Buchmueller
101 South Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
618 566-7345

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Peter lll

Rev. Todd Wilken
503 E Washington St
Millstadt, IL 62260
618-476-3101

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Wilfred Karsten
4107 21st Ave
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-9720

Bethany Lutheran

Rev. Seth Clemmer

Rev. Stephen Schumacher
1550 Modaff Rd
Naperville, IL 60565
630-355-2198

St. John's Lutheran
Rev. David Benning
300 E. Gibson St.
New Berlin, IL 62670
217-448-3190

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Jonathan Huehn
311 N. Hershey Rd.
Normal, IL 61761
309-452-5609

Zion Lutheran

Rev Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Pleasant Plains IL 62677
217-626-1282

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Michael Schuermann

500 South Sherman Bivd
Sherman, IL 62684
217-496-3149

Trinity Lutheran

Rev Paul Hemenway
Rev Jonathan Holmes
220 S Second St
Springfield IL 62701
217-522-8151

INDIANA

Emanuel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Ludwig
355 Shaffer St
Arcadia, IN 46030
317-984-3651

Grace Lutheran

Rev. John Armstrong
3201 Central Ave
Columbus, IN 47203
812-372-4859
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Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Petersen
Rev. Michael Frese
202 West Rudisill Blvd
Fort Wayne, IN 46807
260-744-2585

Calvary Lutheran

Rev. Kurt Ebert

Rev. Josh Reifsteck
Rev. Udhayanesan Raji
6111 Shelby St
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317-783-2000

St Paul's Lutheran
Rev. David Shadday
3932 Mi Casa Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46237
317-787-4464

St Peter Lutheran
Rev. Seth Mierow
2525 E 11th St
Indianapolis, IN 46201
317-638-7245

Grace Lutheran
Rev Daniel Mackey
601 N Reserve St
Muncie IN 47303
765-282-2537

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Peter Speckhard
8601 Harrison Ave
Munster, IN 46321
219-836-6270

St Paul Lutheran

Rev Michael Blodgett
1910 N Berthaud Rd
New Haven, IN 46774
260-749-5444

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Adrian Piazza
10055 E 186th St
Noblesville, IN 46060
317-773-3669

Emmaus Ev. Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Don Richard Stuckwisch Jr.

Rev. David Seyboldt
929 Milton Street
South Bend, IN 46613
574-287-4151

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jordan McKinley
4413 South State Rd 135
Vallonia, IN 47281
812-358-3225

IOWA

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Johnson

1100 Market St
Carlisle, 1A 50047
515-989-3841

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Michael Knox

904 Bluff St

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
319-266-2509
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St Paul Lutheran
Rev. Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda, IA 51632
712-542-1505

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Nathan Sherill

Rev. Timothy Frank

239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-4729

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Jeffrey Keuning

309 Marshall Street, P.O. Box 127
Dexter, IA 50070

515-729-2977

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Kristian Kincaid

Rev. Jesse Cearlock
2145 John F Kennedy Rd.
Dubuque, IA 52002
563-588-1247

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Don Erickson
5092 480th St.
Germantown IA 51046
712-418-2637

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Alexander Post
1600 S Center St
Marshalltown IA 50158
641-753-9565

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. J.R. Wheeler
101 E View PI
Osceola, IA 50213
641-342-3121

St John Lutheran

Rev. David Klinge
1956 Durham Ave
State Center, |IA 50247
641-483-2578

Faith Lutheran

Rev. David Menet
1555 W Ridgeway Ave
Waterloo IA 50701
319-236-1771

KANSAS

Risen Savior Lutheran
Rev. Robert Weinkauf
14700 Leavenworth Rd
Basehor, KS 66007
913-724-2900

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Dale Dumperth

800 E 1St St

McPherson, KS 67460-3614
620-241-1627

Trinity Lutheran

Rev Kevin Vogts
34868 Block Rd
Paola, KS 66071
913-849-3344

Augsburg Lutheran
Rev. J. W. Watson

13902 W 67th St
Shawnee, KS 66216
913-403-6194

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Christopher Craig
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481
785-526-7152

St John's Lutheran
Rev. Jon Bruss
Rev. D.M. Kerns
Rev. Roger Goetz
901 SW Fillmore St
Topeka, KS 66606
785-354-7132

Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle
Rev. Daniel Metzger
3310 E Pawnee St
Wichita, KS 67218
316-685-6781

Trinity Lutheran Church
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle
Rev. Daniel Metzger
611 S Erie St

Wichita, KS 67211
316-685-1571

KENTUCKY

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Michael Huebner
2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington, KY 40505
859-299-9615

Resurrection Lutheran
Rev. Curtis Peters

4205 Gardiner View Ave.
Louisville, KY 40213
502-458-4451

LOUISIANA

Redeemer Lutheran Church
1905 Highway 59
Mandeville, LA 70448
985-674-0377

MARYLAND

Zion Lutheran

Rev. James Oester
219 Cemetery Rd.
Accident, MD 21520
301-746-8170

Calvary Lutheran

2625 E. Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21214
410-426-4301

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Rd
Hancock, MD 21750
301-678-7180
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MICHIGAN

Grace Lutheran

Rev Aaron Schian
303 W Ruth St
Auburn, Ml 48611
989-662-6161

Ascension of Christ Lutheran

Rev Daniel Grams

16935 W Fourteen Mile Rd
Beverly Hills, Ml 48025
248-644-8890

St Paul Lutheran of Good Harbor
Rev Robert Wurst Jr

2943 S Manitou Tr

Cedar, Ml 49621

231-228-6888

Emmanuel Lutheran
Rev. Joel Baseley
Rev. Paul Wolff

800 S Military St
Dearborn, MI 48124
313-565-4002

Redford Lutheran

Rev. Raymond Parent I
22159 Grand River Ave.
Detroit, Ml 48219
313-535-3733

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Mark Braden
4305 Military St.
Detroit, Ml 48210
313-894-7450

Epiphany Lutheran
Rev. Ryan Beffrey

4219 Park Ln
Dorr, M1 49323
616-681-0791

Immanuel Lutheran

Rev Mark Loest

8220 E Holland Rd (M-46)
Frankentrost MI 48601
989-754-0929

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. David Fleming

Rev. North Sherrill, Jr.
Rev. Jeremy Swem
2900 Burton St SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
616-949-0710

St John Lutheran

246 N Ridge Rd

Port Sanilac, MI 48469
810-622-9653

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Joshua Ball
62657 North Ave
Ray, M| 48096
586-749-5286

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate
Word

c/o Troy Historical Village

Rev Allen Lunneberg

66 W Wattles Rd

Troy, Ml 48098

248-930-0173
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St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Steve Stolarczyk
6356 Center Street
Unionville, M| 48767
989-674-8681

MINNESOTA

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Klatt
160 210th St. SW
Appleton, MN 56208
320-394-2358

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Peter Haugen
128 Filmore St SE
Chatfield, MN 55923
507-867-4604

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Moss
Rev. Matthew P. Johnson

Rev. Steven C. Briel (retired)

9141 County Rd 101
Corcoran, MN 55340
763-420-2426

Mount Olive Lutheran
Rev. Robert Franck
2012 E Superior St
Duluth, MN 55812
218-724-2500

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Klatt
510 Olivia St
Holloway, MN 56249
320-394-2452

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Donald Klatt
1746 30th St NW
Holloway, MN 56249
320-394-2308

St. John's Lutheran
Rev David Markworth
60929 110th St
Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-4853

St. Paul Lutheran
1324 9th St

International Falls, MN 56649

218-283-8642

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Gregory Volbrecht
47334 132nd St
Lewisville, MN 56060
507-435-2434

Glory of Christ Lutheran
Rev. Jeremiah Johnson
Rev. Kyle Krueger

Rev. John Fehrman
Rev. Dean Weibel

4040 Hwy 101 N
Plymouth, MN 55446
763-478-6031

St Johns Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Horton
14385 Blaine Ave E

Rosemount, MN 55068-5929

651-423-2149

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Timm
2718 3rd St. N.

St Cloud, MN 56303
320-252-8171

Trinity Lutheran

Rev Jesse Krusemark
29972 570th Ave
Waltham MN 55982
507-567-2272

MISSISSIPPI

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Dr. James Holowach
4423 1-55 North

Jackson, MS 39206
601-366-2055

MISSOURI

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Warren Woerth

2211 Tenbrook Rd
Arnold, MO 63010
636-296-1292

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Mark Below
15750 Baxter Rd
Chesterfield, MO 63017
636-532-0400

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev James Gier
1215 Baldwin LN

Excelsior Springs MO 64024

816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 County Rd 202
Gravelton, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Immanuel Lutheran
4203 Tracy Ave

Kansas City, MO 64110
816-561-0561

Village Lutheran
Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden

Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison
9237 Clayton Rd

Ladue, MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Dr.
Lebanon, MO 65536
417-532-2717

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. James Thomas
4795 N Hwy 94

Saint Charles, MO 63301
636-250-3350
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Hope Lutheran

Rev. Randy Asburry
Rev. Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho St

Saint Louis, MO 63109
314-352-0014

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Dennis Kastens
Rev. Jonathan Fergusen
727 Barracksview Rd.
Saint Louis, MO 63125
314-892-5610

Prince of Peace

Rev. Dr. Mark Smith

8646 New Sappington Rd
Saint Louis, MO 63126
314-843-8448

Concordia Lutheran
Rev. Alan Wollenberg
836 Park Ave.
Sikeston, MO 63801
573-471-5842

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Steve Riordan
955 Hwy 109
Wildwood, MO 63038
636-273-6239

MONTANA

Christ The King Lutheran
Rev. Ryan Wendt

759 Newman Ln

Billings, MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Gerald Paul
1226 1st Ave. N
Great Falls, MT 59401
406-452-2121

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Andrew Eckert
184 Pine Hollow Rd
Stevenville, MT 59870
406-777-5625

NEBRASKA

Trinity Lutheran

Rev James Moshier
1005 9th St
Arapahoe NE 68922
308-962-7667

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jonathan Rathjan
34 Alden Dr

Auburn, NE 68305
402-274-4210

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Allen K. Strawn
506 Main St
Bridgeport, NE 69336
308-262-0424

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Scott Porath
1009 G St

Eagle, NE 68347
402-781-2190
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Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Clint Poppe

Rev. Christopher Marande
Rev. Luke Russert

3825 Wildbriar Ln

Lincoln, NE 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Mark Ebert
Rev. Michael Brown
510 S 33rd St
Lincoln, NE 68510
402-477-1710

Lamb of God Lutheran
Rev. Philip Houser
1414 South Washington
Papillion NE 68046
402-934-9045

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Micah Gaunt
324 Kufus Ave
Ravenna NE 68869
308-452-3685

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Craig Niemeier
1653 Worms Rd

Saint Libory NE 68872
308-687-6314

NEVADA

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Douglas Barnett

2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy
Henderson, NV 89052
702-492-4701

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Colageo
673 Weston Rd
Manchester, NH 03103
603-622-1514

NEW MEXICO

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Brian Kachelmeier
2000 Diamond Dr

Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-412-9682

NORTH CAROLINA

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Tod Rappe

1605 Van Buren Ave.
Fayetteville, NC 28303
910-488-6010

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Olson
3353 US 176 North
Tryon, NC 28782
828-859-0379

NORTH DAKOTA

Zion Lutheran

Rev Dr Matthew Richard
420 1st St SE

Gwinner SD 58040
701-678-2401

OHIO

Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Rev. Wesley Hromowyk
766 S. Maple Ave
Columbus OH 43206
614-444-3456

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Keith Witte
1240 S Maple Ave
Fairborn OH 45324
937-878-0651
Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Jud
1285 Main St
Hamilton, OH 45013
513-893-6792

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Michael Phillips
2120 Lakewood Ave
Lima, OH 45805
419-222-2541

St. Pauls Lutheran

Rev. Paul Schlueter

7960 State Route 38
Millford Center, OH 43045
937-349-2405

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Stephen Niermann
16035 County Rd U
Napoleon, OH 43545
419-598-896

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Robert Green
7500 State Rd
Parma, OH 44134
440-845-2230

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran

Rev. John Rutz

13101 Five Point Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-6939

Hope Lutheran

Rev Benjamin Meyer
15370 Meredith State Rd
Sunbury OH 43074
740-965-1685

OKLAHOMA

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Christian Tiews
1314 E 6th St
Okmulgee, OK 74447
918-756-6046

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Hall
2331 E 5th PI

Tulsa, OK 74104
918-592-2999
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OREGON

Holy Cross Lutheran.
Rev. Alexander Lange
2515 Queen Ave SE
Albany, OR 97322
541-928-0214

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Eric Lange

795 E. Powell Bivd
Gresham, OR 97030
503-665-5414

Reformation Lutheran (ELS)
Rev. Steven Brockdorf

4435 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy
Hillsboro OR 97123
503-648-1393

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Evan Goeglein
8582 Rogue River Hwy.
Rogue River, OR 97537
541-582-0457

PENNSYLVANIA

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Rev. Michael Podeszwa
60 Rochester Rd.
Freedom, PA 15042
724-728-3881

Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Adam Koontz

308 Petersburg Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543
717-560-6751

Logos Lutheran

Rev Rob Kieselowsky
628 N Broad St
Philadelphia, PA 19130
215-992-9102

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev Scott Kuntz

285 Highland Ave
Pittsburgh PA 15229
412-931-4500

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Robert Kieselowsky
25 E. Scenic Rd
Springfield, PA 19064
610-543-3100

Grace Lutheran

Rev. David Young
1169 W Street Rd
Warminster, PA 18974
215-672-8181

SOUTH DAKOTA

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Matthew Wurm
629 9th Ave.

Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-2678

Peace Lutheran Church
Rev. David Lindenberg
219 E Saint Anne St
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-721-6480
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Christ Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Nix
4801 E 6th St

Sioux Falls, SD 57110
605-338-3769

TENNESSEE

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Larry Peters
Rev. Daniel Ulrich
2041 Madison St
Clarksville, TN 37043
931-647-6750

Redeemer Lutheran

Rev. Philip Young

800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville, TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Robert Portier
1610 Pullen Rd
Sevierville, TN 37862
865-365-8551

TEXAS

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Paul Harris
1207 W 45th
Austin, TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran
Rev. Mark Nuckols
3501 Red River St
Austin, TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
1701 N Broadway
Ballinger, TX 76821
325-942-9275

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Brent McGuire
Rev. Adam Douthwaite
7611 Park Lane

Dallas, TX 75225
214-368-1371

Divine Savior Lutheran Church

Rev. Randall Wehmeyer
405 Ingram Road
Devine, Texas 78016
830-663-3735

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Carl Roth
801 W 11th St
Elgin, TX 78621
512-281-3367

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
12358 Country Rd 5500
Eola, TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Grassley
4513 Williams Rd
Fort Worth, TX 76116
817-560-0030

Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Bramich
1500 FM 156 S

Haslet TX 76052
817-439-2100

Memorial Lutheran Dr Scott Murray

Rev Sagar Pilli

Dr Christopher Ahiman
Rev lan Pacey

Rev Robert Paul

5800 Westheimer
Houston TX 77057
713-782-6079

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Dr. Laurence White
Rev. Robert Hull

Rev. Kelly Krieg

5000 West Tidwell Rd
Houston, TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Glenn Huebel
Rev. Tom Chryst
1308 Whitley Rd
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345

Pilgrim Lutheran

Rev Dr Jayson Galler
713 Florey St

Kilgore TX 75662
903-984-4333

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Randall Smith
5084 Church Ln

North Zulch, TX 77872
936-399-5563

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
801 1st St

Ozona, TX 76943
325-942-9275

Faith Lutheran

Rev. James Woelmer
Rev. Robert Hill

Rev. Mark Taylor
Rev. Steve Kieser
Rev. Kurt Ulmer
1701 E Park Bivd
Plano, TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Joel Shaltanis
3601 W. 15th St
Plano, TX 75075
972-867-5588

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Allan Eckert

3536 Lutheran Way
San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-8660

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev David Reedy

Rev Craig Meissler

308 Mount Calvary Dr
San Antonio TX 78209
210-824-8748
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St. John Lutheran
Rev L. Lynn Lubke
1000 N Crockett St.
San Benito TX 78568
956-399-3422

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
417 E 2nd St
Sonora, TX 76950
325-942-9275

St Mark Lutheran
Rev Peter Kolb
2000 Clay Ave
Waco TX 76706
254-754-0644

VIRGINA

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Esget
Rev. Peter Eckardt
1801 Russell Rd
Alexandria, VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran
Rev. James Douthwaite
114 Kingsley Rd SW
Vienna, VA 22180
703-455-4003

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Gregory Cumbee
2800 Millwood Pike
Winchester VA 22602
540-667-1459

WASHINGTON

Peace Lutheran
Rev. Daniel Freeman
Rev. Larry Bergman
2071 Bishop Rd
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-748-4108

Faith Lutheran

Rev Timothy Winterstein
171 Eastmont Ave

East Wenatchee WA 98802
509-884-7623

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Kyle Heck
2531 Lombard Ave
Everett, WA 98201
425-252-7038

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Kurt Onken
9209 State Ave
Marysville, WA 98270
360-659-4112

Trinity Lutheran

Rev Kevin Schubkegel
301 S 18th St

Mount Vernon WA 98274
360-428-0290

Messiah Lutheran

Rev Trevor Mankin

7050 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024
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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Rev. Kerry Reese

Rev. Warrens Berger

9225 212th St SE

Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-7881

Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Rev Ryan Tinetti

4320 S. Conklin St
Spokane WA 99203
509-747-6806

Parkland Lutheran (ELS)
Rev. Glenn Obenberger
Rev. Samuel Gullixson
Rev. Steven Sparley
Rev. Alex Ring

120 123rd St S

Tacoma WA 98444
253-537-5492

WISCONSIN

St. John's Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Jackson
E 5221 Church Rd
Algoma, WI 54201
920-487-2335

St. Peter's Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Amen
303 Park St.

Arlington, W1 53911
608-635-4825

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Tim Jones

110 E Grand Ave
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-723-6380

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev. Eric Skovgaard
Rev. Matthew Peters
945 N Terrace Dr
Elm Grove, WI 53122
262-797-2970

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev. Aaron Koch
3820 W Layton Ave
Greenfield, W1 53221
414-282-4900

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. James Roemke
2026 22nd Ave.
Kenosha, WI 53140
262-551-8182

Mount Olive Lutheran
Rev. Jason Zobel
Rev. Dan Anderson
110 N Whitney Way
Madison WI 53705
608-238-5656

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Zagel
450 Bridge St
Mayville, W1 53050
920-387-3568

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Ricky Schroeder
1228 S Park Ave
Neenah, WI 54956
920-725-0510

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Brian Crane
3700 Washington Ave
Racine, WI 53405
262-633-4831

St. John's Lutheran
Rev. Jacob Gilbert
Rev. Dan Feldscher
510 Kewaunee St
Racine, WI 53402
262-637-7011

St Jakobi Lutheran

Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Rd A
Shawano, WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memorial Chapel and
University Student Center
Rev. Michael Larson

3833 N Maryland Ave
Shorewood, WI 53211
414-332-5732
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Peace Lutheran

Rev. Peter Bender

Rev. Gary Gehlbach
W240 N6145 Maple Ave
Sussex, WI 53089
262-246-3200

Our Savior Lutheran Church

Rev Michael Henrichs

Dr John Wohlrabe

6021 N Santa Monica Blvd
Whitefish Bay WI 53217
414-332-4458

WYOMING

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jon Olson
1240 S Missouri Ave
Casper, WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran

Rev Jakob Berger
601 S 9th St
Douglas WY 82633
307-358-2810

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Jared Tucher

1001 E 9th St
Gillette, WY 82717
307-682-4886

Redeemer Lutheran.
Rev. David Bott

175 N. Willow St
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-3409

CANADA

St. Matthew Lutheran
Rev. Michael Keith
5021 52 Ave

Stony Plain, AB T7Z1C1
780-963-2416

Bethel Lutheran

Rev Jamie Bosma

264 Wilson St

Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9
807-344-8322
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