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Greetings in the name of Jesus.

In this edition of the Journal, | have updated an essay | wrote a decade ago, “A Listener’s
Guide to the Pulpit.” In the original essay | focused on the bad preaching of American
evangelicalism. | have expanded the essay to include bad preaching often found among
Lutherans too.

In the Wittenberg Trail feature, Dr. Matt Richard chronicles his journey from what he calls
“Folk Lutheranism” to Confessional Lutheranism.
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An [Updated] Listener’s Guide to the Pulpit

by Todd Wilken

More than a decade ago | wrote “A Listeners Guide to the Pulpit.” At the
time, my goal was simple: | wanted to help the average Christian sitting in the pew
to tell the difference between good preaching and bad preaching. | dealt with the
most egregious forms of bad preaching | could think of, and | thought | had covered
it all. I hadn’t. Since then | have become aware of other kinds of bad preaching,
some of which | had engaged in myself. To fill in the gaps and confess to my own

bad preaching, | offer this update of the original essay.

How hard could it be? You go to church. The preacher preaches. You sit and

listen. Easy, right?

But how do you tell the difference between a good sermon and a bad

sermon”? What makes good preaching good and bad preaching bad?

For many years Issues, Etc. did on-air sermon reviews. We reviewed the
sermons of Joel Osteen, D. James Kennedy, T. D. Jakes, Robert Shuller and Joyce
Meyer and many less well-known preachers. We reviewed the sermons of
Catholics, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Eastern Orthodox, Presbyterians, Pentecostals
and others. Most of these preachers were speaking to packed auditoriums and to
worldwide television audiences. Most of the preachers were dynamic, engaging,
interesting and even entertaining. Most of the preachers are considered the best of

the best preachers in the world.
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Most of their sermons were terrible.

| don’t make this judgment based on my own subjective tastes or my own
personal standard. | make this judgment based on the objective difference between

good preaching and bad preaching.

Is there an objective standard for good preaching? Yes. It is a standard every
Christian should know and use every time they hear a sermon. Every Christian

needs to know the difference between a good sermon and a bad sermon.
God’s Two Teachings

St. Paul writes to the young preacher Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Paul says that God’s Word of truth needs to be
handled with care. To rightly divide God’s Word is the preacher’s first and most
important task. Nineteenth-century theologian C. F. W. Walther describes what Paul
means in his famous treatise The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel:

The doctrinal contents of the entire Holy Scriptures, both of the Old and

the New Testament, are made up of two doctrines differing fundamentally

from each other, viz., the Law and the Gospel...Only he is an orthodox

teacher who not only presents all the articles of faith in accordance with
Scripture, but also rightly distinguished from each other the Law and the

Gospel. (C. F. W. Walther, The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel,
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1928, p. XXXX)

Walther was simply following the leader of the sixteenth-century reformer Martin
Luther. Luther explained this critical distinction between God’s Law and God’s
Gospel and the danger of ignoring it:
It is therefore a matter of utmost necessity that these two kinds of God'’s
Word be well and properly distinguished. Where this is not done, neither
the Law nor the Gospel can be understood, and the consciences of men

must perish with blindness and error. The Law has its goal fixed beyond
which it cannot go or accomplish anything, namely, until the point is

WWW.iSsuesetc.org


http://www.issuesetc.org

reached where Christ comes in. It must terrify the impenitent with threats
of the wrath and displeasure of God. Likewise the Gospel has its peculiar
function and task, vis., to proclaim forgiveness of sin to sorrowing souls.
These two may not be commingled, nor the one substituted for the other,
without a falsification of doctrine. For while the Law and the Gospel are
indeed equally God’s Word, they are not the same doctrine. (Martin Luther,
“Sermon on the Distinction between the Law and the Gospel,” Luther’s
Works, vol. 9, St. L. Ed. IX, p. 799)

Through His Law, God shows us His will. Through His Law, God tells us what
He requires and what He forbids. Through His Law, God demands perfect
obedience in thought, word and deed. Through His Law, God shows us that we
have not done what He requires and have done what He forbids. Through His Law,
God says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind...You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt.22:37, 39).

Through His Law, God calls anything short of perfect obedience sin.

Through His Gospel, God tells us what He has done in Jesus Christ to save
those who have broken His Law. Through His Gospel, God shows us that Jesus
has done everything He required of us by His Law. Through His Gospel, God shows
us that Jesus has been punished under the Law in our place. Through His Gospel,
God answers the perfect demands of His Law with the perfect, sinless death and
resurrection of Jesus. The Gospel says, “What the Law could not do in that it was
weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8:3-4).Through His Gospel,
God answers the requirements of His Law with the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus for us. Through His Gospel, God makes no demands whatsoever. There is

only the free gift of God’s grace in Jesus Christ.

In Scripture, we see this basic division of Law and Gospel in the summary of

Jesus’ first public preaching: “Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news
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of God. ‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news!”” (Mark 1:15). It is also the basic outline of the Apostle’s
preaching (Acts 20:21. See also Acts 2:14-39; 3:12-26; 4.8-12; 7:2-53; 10:34-43;

13:15-41; 17:22-31.).

What does this have to do with the
difference between a good sermon and a bad /
sermon? Everything. The essential difference
between a good sermon and a bad sermon
is whether or not the preacher rightly divides
and applies God's Law and God’s Gospel. A good

sermon must show sinners their sin and show sinners

their Savior. Again Luther writes:

This difference between the Law and the
Gospel is the height of knowledge in
Christendom. Every person and all persons
who assume or glory in the name of Christian
Sshould know and be able to state this
difference. If this ability is lacking, one cannot
tell a Christian from a heathen or a Jew; of
such supreme importance is this
differentiation. This is why St. Paul so
strongly insists on a clean-cut and proper

differentiating of these two doctrines. \

(Martin Luther, Sermon on Galatians, 1532.)

So these two, Law and Gospel, must always go together in every sermon.
They must be carefully divided in every sermon. God's Law must show us our sin,

and God's Gospel must silence the Law’s accusations against us with the perfect

life, death and resurrection of Jesus for us.

This is not to say that a good sermon will ONLY do this. Good preaching,

according to Paul, does many things: It rebukes, reproves, admonishes, corrects,
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comforts, encourages, trains and teaches (Rom. 15:14; 1 Cor. 10:11; Col. 1:28;
3:16; 2 Tim. 2:4; 3:16; Titus 1:9). But whatever else good preaching does, it must
above all rightly condemn us on account of our sin and declare us innocent on

account of Jesus.
That Was a Good Sermon?

Some people hear a sermon and say, “That was a good sermon. | agree with
everything the preacher said.” A sermon is good when you hear what you need to
hear, not what you want to hear. Some of the greatest sermons Jesus ever
preached fell on deaf ears. Some of the worst sermons today draw the biggest

audiences.

Other people hear a sermon and say, “That was a good sermon. Everything
the preacher said was true.” That may well be; a preacher might say all sorts of true
things. But he may still fail to preach the truth that sinners need to hear. C. F. W.
Walther posed a question to his young seminary students: “Suppose someone
could truthfully say, “There was no false teaching in my sermon,’ still his entire

sermon may have been wrong. Can this be true?” Walther says yes.

Only he is an orthodox teacher who, in addition to other requirements, rightly
distinguishes Law and Gospel from each other. That is the final test of a
proper sermon. The value of a sermon depends not only on this, that every
Statement in it be taken from the Word of God and be in agreement with the
same, but also on this, whether Law and Gospel have been rightly divided.
Of the same building materials furnished two architects one will construct a
magnificent building, while the other, using the same materials, makes a
botch of it. (C. F. W. Walther, The Proper Distinction Between Law and
Gospel, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1928, pp. 31-32.)

John Pless comments on Walther’s answer.

The content of the preaching may be correct in that it uses words from the
Bible. The preacher does not deny the truthfulness of scriptural claims.
Nonetheless, the sermon fails as evangelical preaching in this regard: The
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Law is presented as good news, or the Gospel is presented as something we

do. Such preaching, regardless of how many Bible passages are quoted or

referenced, is not the preaching of Christ crucified as the only Savior of

sinners. (John Pless, Handling the Word of Truth: Law and Gospel in the

Church Today, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2004, p. 21.)

Many preachers claim to preach Bible-based sermons. But does this mean
that they are preaching the Gospel? Ted Haggard, president of the National

Association of Evangelicals, says:

Sometimes I'll teach very good sermons, right out of the Scriptures, that are
essential to faith. And | think the essentials are the Scriptures themselves —
where | might not talk about Jesus in the sermon...But it’s all, maybe, David’s
material or Solomon’s material or some of Moses’ material. And | think the
standard needs to be more Bible-based rather than exclusively Christ-based.
(Ted Haggard, “American Evangelicalism,” Issues, Etc. radio program, Sept.
13, 2005.)

As a wise pastor once said, “Any sermon can claim to be Bible-based. But
the Bible wasn’t nailed to the cross to pay for your sins.” The central message of
the Bible is Jesus Christ crucified and risen for sinners. If a sermon is really Bible-
based, it will preach that Gospel. Christian preachers aren’t called to preach the
Bible in general or truth in general; they are called to preach a very particular biblical
truth. In Paul’s words, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). A sermon that
lacks this truth can’t be called a good sermon, and it can’t be called a Christian

sermon.

Often, the difference between good preaching and bad preaching is not in
what is said, but what is left unsaid. More often, what is left unsaid is the Gospel
itself. Most often, this happens when Law and Gospel are confused. Luther

paraphrases Paul in Gal. 1:7:

These false apostles do not merely trouble you, they abolish Christ's Gospel.
They act as if they were the only true Gospel preachers. For all that they
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muddle Law and Gospel. As a result they pervert the Gospel. Either Christ
must live and the Law perish, or the Law remains and Christ must perish;
Christ and the Law cannot dwell side by side in the conscience. It is either
grace or law. To muddle the two is to eliminate the Gospel of Christ entirely. It
seems a small matter to mingle the Law and Gospel, faith and works, but it
creates more mischief than man's brain can conceive. 1o mix Law and
Gospel not only clouds the knowledge of grace, it cuts out Christ altogether.
(Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians.)
Some people hear a sermon and say, “That was a good sermon. Even if he
didn’t really preach the Gospel, | know what he meant to say.” It's the preacher’s job
to preach the Gospel. So, don’t do the preacher’s job for him. If he doesn’t preach

the Gospel, it’s not your job to fill in what he left out.

Sad to say, some preachers don’t preach the Gospel on purpose. They think

they have something better to say.
Wiser Than God

The apostle Paul took the task of preaching very seriously. He had been
appointed to preach the Gospel by Jesus Himself. He was well aware that his many
sufferings and imprisonments were the direct result of preaching that Gospel.
Nonetheless, for Paul, the preaching of Christ crucified for sinners was the

indispensable essence of his ministry.

When | came to you, brothers, | did not come with eloquence or superior
wisdom as | proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For | resolved to
know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified (1
Cor. 2:1-2. See also Acts 9:15; 20:24; 22:14-15; 26:16-18. See also Rom.
1:1; 2:16; 16:25; 1 Cor. 1:1; 2:4; 9:18; 15:14; 2 Cor. 1:1, 18; 4:3; Gal. 1:1;
2:6-7; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 4:3; 1 Tim. 1:1; 2 Tim. 1:1; 1:8-11; 2:5-8; 4:15;
Titus 1:3; 1 Thess. 1:5; 2 Thess. 2:14.).

For Paul and the other apostles, there was no preaching apart from Gospel

preaching:
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I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the
foolish. That is why | am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are
at Rome. | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that
Is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by

faith" (Rom. 1:15-17).

Paul was also aware that the Gospel message he preached was considered

foolish and weak. Today, some would (and many do) use the term “irrelevant.”

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come
to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs, and
Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a
stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God

is stronger than men (1 Cor. 1:21-25).

Many of today’s preachers are apparently wiser than God. They have
something better to preach than Christ crucified for sinners. From many pulpits
today you will hear more about the Christian than the Christ. You will hear about
marriage, family values, conflict resolution, financial security and a host of other
suburban moralisms. Instead of Paul’'s “Christ and Him crucified,” the standard fare

in today’s pulpit is “Me and Myself Improved.”

Many preachers today seem determined to know anything and everything
except Christ crucified. Let’s look at what passes for preaching today, from bad
preaching to worse preaching to preaching that isn’t Christian preaching at all.

Perhaps some of it will sound familiar.

(1) Bad Preaching: Contrary to popular opinion, bad preaching isn’t when

the preacher reads his sermon, mumbles or bores his audience. That is merely bad
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delivery. No, bad preaching is preaching that does not rightly proclaim God’s Word
of Law and God’s Word of Gospel to sinners. Here are some all-too-familiar

examples.

The Law-Assumed Sermon. This is the minimalist approach to preaching
the Law. It is especially popular among my fellow Lutherans. It begins with
assumptions on the part of the preacher. The
preacher assumes that his hearers have already
heard enough of God’s Law: “My people are beaten
down by the Law Monday through Saturday living in a
fallen world.” “Many of my people are former

evangelicals who heard nothing but the Law from their

former preachers.” “My people already have the Law

written on their hearts.”

In the preacher’s mind, everyone is like the despairing Martin Luther
prior to his “tower experience” of the Gospel. They are already so
worn down by the Law that hearing any more would only drive
them deeper into despair. So, the preacher simply abdicates his
responsibility to preach the Law or preaches the Law in only the

more superficial and perfunctory way.

You might ask, “Isn’t a Gospel-only sermon better than other
kinds of bad preaching? Isn’t it better to err on the side
of the Gospel?” Yes and no. Yes, a Gospel-only
sermon is probably better than other bad sermons. But

is it still bad preaching.

And no, erring on the side of the Gospel is no substitute for the faithful

preaching of God’s Law and Gospel. “Erring on the side of the Gospel” often has
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little to do with the Gospel. To declare forgiveness where the Law of God hasn’t
worked repentance isn't the Gospel. To declare forgiveness where there is no
repentance is to think you know how to do the Holy Spirit's job better than he
does.The Universalist sincerely believes that he is erring on the side of the Gospel
when he is merely erring. This kind of preaching is often the result of the preacher
considering himself more merciful than God. In the end it substitutes the preacher’s

mercy for God’s.

The Gospel Afterthought Sermon. This is the minimalist approach to
preaching the Gospel. The sermon itself can be about anything. But whatever the
sermon is really about, the message of Christ crucified gets tacked on at the end
with no connection to anything else that has been said. The Gospel gets the final

word, but only barely. Just don’t blink; you might miss it.

The Gospel-Law Sermon. This sermon has both Law and Gospel but
confuses the two by confusing the order. The Gospel is preached first, then the
Law. This is like putting the answer before the question. Without the preaching of
the Law to prepare the hearts of sinners, the preaching of the Gospel becomes
“casting your pearls before swine” (Matt. 7:6). The audience then has no reason to
hear the Law that follows. This kind of preaching either turns the Gospel into a

license to sin or portrays the salvation as dependent on obedience to the Law.

The Rest Is Up to You Sermon. This kind of preaching was popularized by
the revivalist preachers of the nineteenth century and is best known today in the
preaching of the Billy Graham and other “evangelistic” preachers. These preachers
present clear Law and clear Gospel. And if they stopped there, all would be well.
But at the end of each sermon, they add one, final demand of the Law: “Decide.”

“Make your decision for Christ!” They say in effect, “Jesus has done everything He
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can do; now the rest is up to you.” Walther diagnoses the problem with this kind of
preaching:

Modern theologians assert that in the salvation of man two kinds of activity

must be noted:. in the first place, there is something that God must do. His

part is the most difficult, for He must accomplish the task of redeeming men.

But in the second place something is required that man must do. For it will

not do to admit persons to heaven, after they have been redeemed, without

further parley (talk). Man must do something really great — he has to believe.

This teaching overthrows the Gospel completely. (Walther, Law and Gospel,

p. 269.)

The Law and Sacraments Sermon. You will often hear this kind of
preaching among my fellow Lutherans. The pastor clearly preaches the Law, but
where you would expect to hear the Gospel, he preaches about the Sacraments
instead. Instead of hearing the clear message of Jesus’ death and resurrection for
sinners, you hear “But you are baptized!” or “Jesus has forgiven all your sins” or
“Jesus feeds you with His body and blood.” Now, all these things are true, and all

these thing are good news, but they are not THE Good News.

In this kind of preaching the pastor often thinks he has preached the Gospel
when he hasn’t. The people often think that they have heard the Gospel when they
haven’t. This is why | said that it’s the preacher’s job to preach the Gospel. So,
don’t do the preacher’s job for him. If he doesn’t preach the Gospel, it’s not your job

to fill in what he left out.

Will the preaching of the clear Gospel include the Sacraments? Absolutely!
But the Sacraments cannot substitute for the clear preaching of Jesus’ death and
resurrection for sinners. Can the preaching of the Sacraments include this clear

message? Yes, and it should, but often it doesn’t.

(2) Worse Preaching: Many of today’s preachers are finding new ways NOT

to preach the Gospel. There are some sermons that are worse than bad. While
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even a bad sermon contains the bare elements of the Gospel, these sermons have
no Gospel at all. The listeners are left with nothing but Law, sometimes not even
that.

The Golawspel Sermon. ( | borrow this term from Dr. Mike Horton.) This is a
classic example of confusing Law and Gospel, so that neither is clearly preached. In
a Golawspel sermon, the demands of the Law are softened and made more
manageable. The Law is presented as a Law that sinners can keep. In a Golawspel
sermon, the Gospel is presented as something you must do. Rather than the free
grace of God for Jesus’ sake, the Gospel is preached with all sorts of terms and
conditions. The message of this kind of sermon is neither Law nor Gospel but a
useless mixture of the two. Golawspel preaching neither wounds nor heals, neither

kills nor makes alive, neither accuses nor absolves.

The Hey, Nobody’s Perfect Sermon. This kind of preaching is a half-
hearted attempt to preach the Law and a failure to preach the Gospel. Facile, vague
statements like, “We are all sinners,” “Nobody’s perfect” and “Who are we to
judge?” punctuate this kind of preaching. The preaching of the Law is kept as
nonspecific as possible. The emphasis shifts from particular sins to the abstraction
of sinfulness. These sermons replace the Biblical description of sin as a violation of
God’s Law with the vague idea of “brokenness.” The preacher may even depict
himself and his hearers as victims of sin, rather than perpetrators of sin. As a result,
our sinful condition is portrayed as little more than an opportunity to commiserate
together as sinners. The sermon functions as a verbal version of a sympathetic hug.
The closest this kind of preaching gets to the Gospel is some variation on, “We’re

all sinners, but don’t worry; you can’t out-sin Jesus.”

The Gospel Assumption Sermon. In this kind of sermon, the preacher

almost preaches the Gospel. He might refer to Jesus as Savior, and he might talk
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about God’s love, forgiveness and mercy. During this kind of a sermon, Lutheran
preachers might talk at length about the means of grace: Baptism, Absolution and
the Lord’s Supper. But in the end, the preacher assumes that his audience already
knows that Jesus lived, suffered, died and rose again for them, and so, he leaves
the Gospel itself unspoken. Sadly, the Gospel Assumption sermon often leaves
listeners with the impression that they heard the Gospel when they haven’t. They
have filled in the gaps in the preacher’s sermon themselves. The sainted Dr. Robert

Preus rightly said, “The Gospel assumed is the Gospel denied.”

The God-Loves-You-Anyway Sermon. Pioneered by Robert Schuller and
perfected by Joel Osteen, this kind of sermon presents what | have called “a gospel
without sin.” In this kind of sermon, your problem is not sin; it is failing to reach your
potential. But don’t worry, be happy and keep trying; God loves you anyway. The
preacher replaces the message of John 3:16, “God loved the world in this way: He
gave His only Son” with “God loves you anyway.” He turns 1 John 4:10— “He loved
us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins”—into simply “He loved us.”
The preacher proclaims God’s love without the cross. He presents “a God of
second chances” —a big, loving pushover. But “God loves you anyway” isn’t the

Gospel. Sinners don’t need a second chance; sinners need a Savior.

Another form of “God loves you anyway” preaching can be found in the
sermons of “radical grace” preachers. In this kind of preaching, the Law is often
clear enough, but the Gospel—Jesus’ death and resurrection for sinners—is

replaced with talk about unconditional grace.

Now, | think when preachers talk about “unconditional grace,” they really
mean “undeserved grace.” Here's why: God's grace isn't unconditional. God's
grace comes under the greatest conditions possible: perfect obedience to God's

Law and full punishment for disobedience to that Law. But both of these conditions
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have been met completely by Jesus, for you, in your place. Such grace is
conditional (on Jesus alone) but entirely undeserved (by you). If you stop and think
about it, grace without conditions is grace without Jesus, and grace without Jesus

isn’t the Gospel.

The Little Engine That Could Sermon. This is a kissing cousin of the God-
Loves-You-Anyway Sermon. In this kind of sermon, the preacher talks a lot about
how hard your life is. Stress, not sin, is your problem. Jesus is a cheerleader rooting
for you, He is a coach urging you to keep going, He is a piano teacher reminding
you that practice make perfect. Instead of Jesus on the cross to save you, the
preacher proclaims Jesus in your heart to empower and encourage you to keep
trying. The most common Bible passage quoted in a Little Engine That Could
sermon is 1 John 4:4: “Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”

When all is said and done, a sinner can count on Jesus to help but not to save.

The Sinners-Someplace-Else Sermon. This kind of sermon is most
popular among politically active evangelicals. The preacher proclaims the Law but
not to his audience. He preaches against the sins of sinners someplace else:
politicians, homosexuals, abortionists, secular humanists, Hollywood and all the
other sinners “out there.” The audience nods and applauds and says, “Amen,”
never hearing the Law applied to them or their sin. And since all the real sinners are
“out there” and not “in here,” no one who hears the sermon feels the slightest need
for forgiveness,which is just as well, since the preacher never gets around to the
cross. Everyone goes home secure, thanking God they aren’t like other men—but

not justified (Luke 18:9-14).

The “Life Application” Sermon. This is the classic example of preaching
the Christian instead of the Christ. Promoted by Rick Warren and others, these

sermons are by far the most common kind of worse preaching. In this case, the
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preacher is convinced that the ultimate goal of preaching is to teach people how to
LIVE. The Bible is presented as the owner’s manual for life, the ultimate how-to
book or honey-do list. The Bible is mined for examples, principles and paradigms
relevant to our everyday lives. Jesus’ words, “These are the Scriptures that testify
about me” are amended to read, “These are the Scriptures that testify about you.”
Sometimes, a Life Application sermon does talk about Jesus. But since the goal of
this kind of sermon is to teach people how to live, Jesus is presented as your
teacher, your example and your helper. The death and resurrection of Jesus might
also be mentioned—as an example for you to follow of selfless love and self-
sacrifice. David Wells says, “The Cross becomes exactly what it was in liberalism,
that Jesus is reduced simply to a good example and we try to follow in his
footsteps in the sense that we try to look out on life the way that He did” (David
Wells, “Christianity in a Postmodern Culture,” Issues, Etc. radio program, Dec.12,
2005.) In the Life Application sermon, Jesus becomes just another paradigm for

you to live by.

The House-Rules Sermon. Also know as the If-You-Were-Really-a-
Christian Sermon and closely related to the Sinners-Someplace-Else sermon, the
difference between this and the Life Application sermon is that the House-Rules
sermon is not seeker-friendly. In fact, its goal is to describe the life of the Christian in
contrast to the vices, temptations and amusements of society. The sermon focuses
on what Christians should and shouldn’t wear, drink, eat, smoke and what cultural
activities (TV, movies, music, dances, etc.) Christians should and shouldn’t
participate in. It presents the Christian faith as a matter of simply keeping the rules.
This kind of preaching has given us both prohibition and blue laws but not the

Gospel.

(3) Not Christian Preaching at All: There are sermons being preached

from Christian pulpits that cannot be called Christian in any sense of the word; they
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can hardly be called sermons. They have neither Law nor Gospel, neither sin nor

grace. They fall into the category of what the Bible calls “smooth talk and flattery,’

LEAN 1]

“empty words,
examples. (See Rom. 16:18; Eph. 5:6; Col. 2:8; 1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 2:16.)

godless chatter” and “hollow philosophy.” Here are some brief

Three Stories and a Moral. This kind of preaching usually happens when
the preacher decided to “wing it.” He consults no biblical text. Perhaps he talks
about a story in the news, recalls an incident from his childhood and uses a time-
tested sermon illustration. He wraps it all up by saying, “l think there’s something we

can all learn from this.” No Law, no Gospel. In fact, not much of anything.

Things that Make You Go, “Hmmm...” The preacher’s goal here is “to
make people think.” He has forgotten that the goal of Christian preaching is to call
sinners to repent and to believe in Jesus. The sermon is designed to make the
audience feel as though the preacher has said something profound. People leave

deep in thought and still deep in their sin.

A variation on this kind of preaching is currently popular among my fellow
Lutherans. It is sometimes called “narrative preaching.” It is basically story-telling.
The story may be the personal testimony of the preacher, a fictional account or
modern-day parable. These are often well-intentioned attempts at Law and Gospel
but often fall short for several reasons: First, the preacher quickly departs from any
connection to a biblical text (if one existed to begin with). Second, the preacher is
often more concerned with crafting a compelling narrative than with the message.
And third, the preacher is unable to shoe horn the clear Gospel into his story or

unwilling to interrupt his yarn to do so.

Informed and Uninformed Opinions. You could always count on the late
D. James Kennedy for one of these around the Fourth of July. The preacher

decides to preach a “topical” sermon. He chooses his topic: history, politics, social
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policy, the war or any other subject. It doesn’t matter. He might know what he’s
talking about; he might not. It doesn’t matter. He might have a Bible passage as his
jumping off point; he might not. It doesn’t matter. He might claim that God agrees
with his opinion; he might not. It doesn’t matter. The preacher has something on his
mind, and you are going to hear it. The audience leaves knowing exactly what the

preacher thinks, nothing more.

Random Thoughts. Also know as Points without a Point or simply Vamping.
Here the preacher has nothing on his mind. He has 20 minutes to fill on Sunday
morning. As the mind of the preacher wanders, so does his sermon. The listener
checks his watch until it is over and then goes home to watch football. The whole

incident is quickly forgotten.
A Sermon Diagnostic: Listening for the Gospel

For our radio sermon reviews, we listened to the sermon and asked three

simple questions:
(1) How often is Jesus mentioned?
(2) If Jesus is mentioned, is He the subject of the verbs?
(38) What are those verbs?

Before looking at these questions, a word of caution. This diagnostic is
intended to answer one, and only one question: Did the preacher preach the
Gospel? This simple test doesn’t answer every question about good or bad
preaching. As we have seen, some bad sermons are bad not because they don’t
preach the Gospel but because they fail to proclaim the Law, some are bad
because they mix Law and Gospel, some are bad because they give the Gospel a
minor or inappropriate role in the sermon. This diagnostic can only tell you whether

or not the Gospel was preached, nothing else.
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How often is Jesus mentioned? Listen to the sermon and keep a running
tally. The preacher might mention God in a generic way; that doesn’t count. He
might talk about the Aimighty, the Heavenly Father or the Big Guy upstairs. Those
don’t count either. You’re listening for Jesus. Obviously, Jesus has many titles:
Christ, Son of God, Son of Man, Redeemer, Savior, etc. Those all count.
Remember: Don’t do the preacher’s job for him. A surprising number of sermons
beat around the bush, come close and almost mention Jesus. The preacher
shouldn’t make his audience fill in the blanks, so don’t. Sad but true, many sermons
we review on the air fail the diagnostic already at this point. That’s right; these
sermons don’t mention Jesus at all. Many don’t even mention God. Here’s the point
of the first question: A sermon that doesn’t mention Jesus isn’t about Jesus. Since
you can’t preach the Gospel without mentioning Jesus, a Jesus-less sermon is a

Gospel-less sermon.

Now, if Jesus’ name is mentioned, does that mean that the Gospel has been

preached? No. Many sermons mention Jesus but never preach the Gospel.

This brings us to part two of the sermon diagnostic. If Jesus is mentioned, is
He the subject of the verbs? This is simple grammar. Every sentence has a subject
and a verb. So, listen to the sermon and do the grammar. Dr. Norman Nagel is
famous for asking, “Who is driving the verbs?” Is Jesus active or passive? Is Jesus
doing the action or is He being acted upon? There is a difference between a
sermon that says, “l love Jesus” and a sermon that says, “Jesus loves me.” One is
talking about you, the other is talking about Jesus. There is a difference between,

“Give your life to Jesus” and “Jesus gave His life for you.”

The point of the second question? A sermon that mentions Jesus but has

you doing all the verbs is still about you, not Jesus. The Gospel is all about what
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Jesus does for you. A sermon about what you do for Jesus isn’t the Gospel. For

the Gospel to be preached, Jesus must be the subject of the verbs.

But even if Jesus is the subject of the verbs, does that mean the Gospel has

been preached? Not necessarily.

There is one more important part of the sermon diagnostic. If Jesus is
mentioned, and He is the subject of the verbs, what are those verbs? Listen to the
sermon and ask yourself, “What are the verbs?

What is the preacher telling me Jesus has
done, is doing or will do for me?” Is this
the Jesus who demonstrates, provides an
example or shows me how? Is this the

Jesus who educates, teaches, enlightens or

explains? Is this the Jesus who enables, inspires,
motivates or empowers? Now, to be sure, Jesus
does all these things! None of these verbs are
wrong, but none of them are the Gospel either.

Luther writes:

It is not sufficient, nor a Christian
course, to preach the works, life, and
words of Christ in a historic manner, as
facts which it suffices to know as an example how to

frame our life, as do those who are now held the best

preachers... Now preaching ought to have the object of promoting faith in
Him, so that He may not only be Christ, but a Christ for you and for me, and
that what is said of Him, and what He is called, may work in us. And this faith
is produced and is maintained by preaching why Christ came, what He has
brought us and given to us, and to what profit and advantage He is to be
received. (Martin Luther, “Concerning Christian Liberty,” R. S. Grignon, trans.,
The Five-Foot Shelf of Books, The Harvard Classics, vol. 36, New York: P. F.
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Collier & Son: 1910, http://www.iclnet.org/pulb/ resources/text/wittenberg/
luther/web/cclib-2.html)

The Gospel isn’t Jesus as your example, teacher or guide —although Jesus
most certain is all these things. The Gospel is Jesus, your crucified and risen Savior
from sin and death. So, listen for the scriptural verbs of salvation: The Jesus who
lived for you, suffered for you, was crucified for you, died for you, and rose again for
you is the Jesus who forgives you, redeems you, reconciles you and has mercy on

you.

How often is Jesus mentioned? Is He the subject of the verbs? What are
those verbs? Again, this simple test doesn’t answer every question about good
preaching, but it does answer the most important question: Is this a Christ-
centered, cross-focused sermon? Is this sermon about what Jesus has done to

save me, a sinner? Did this sermon proclaim the Gospel?
Nothing Better

Is it too much to ask that preachers preach God’s Word of Law and Gospel?
Many would say so. Some say that the Church of the twenty-first century needs to
broaden its focus. They might say that today’s audiences want something more
than Law and Gospel, sin and grace. Some say that it is unreasonable to expect a
preacher to mention Jesus and make Him the subject of verbs that say that He
lived for sinners, suffered for sinners, died for sinners and rose again for sinners.
Some say that we need to tailor our preaching to the refugees of moralistic
evangelicalism and preach only the Gospel. They are wrong. Some say that we
ought to preach the Gospel —to unbelievers, at evangelistic crusades—but
Christians need something more “relevant” to their everyday lives. They are wrong.

Some might say, “Jesus own preaching wouldn’t pass your test.” | disagree.

The Gospels record saying after saying, teaching after teaching, parable after

parable where Jesus preaches His own death and resurrection for sinners. And
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Jesus did what He preached. He lived a life of perfect obedience for us. He went to
the cross bearing the sin of the world. He suffered what we by our sins deserve. He
gave His life as our ransom. He died in our place. He rose again to show that our
salvation had been completely accomplished. Finally, Jesus said, Thus it is written,

and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His name

to all nations (Luke 24:46-47).

This is precisely what the first preachers, the apostles, did. They preached
God’s Law and Gospel, they preached repentance and forgiveness of sins in the
name of the crucified and risen Jesus. They preached it boldly, happily and at every
opportunity. They preached it to Jews and Gentiles, to unbelievers and believers, to
kings and to the crowds. They preached it from house to house, town to town, from
exile and from prison. They preached it at the cost of their own lives. They called
this preaching “the Good News” because they knew that they had nothing —
nothing— better to preach. No, it isn’t too much to ask preachers to do the same

today.
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Wittenberg Trail:
Journey to Confessional Lutheranism

by Matt Richard

| have often jokingly said that | grew up as a spiritual mutt. | grew up
attending church with my mother in the Church of the Lutheran Brethren and
occasionally attended mass with my father at his Roman Catholic Church. Even
though my mom had roots in the old American Lutheran Church, the majority of my
childhood Christian education in Sunday School and youth group was in
Fundamentalism, Pietism, and Revivalism. To complicate things even more, in my
college years | worked with my wife at an evangelical Christian bookstore, which
added another layer of pop American evangelicalism to my theology. Needless to
say, | had developed what I've come to call “folk Lutheranism.” My folk Lutheranism
was a mixture of Lutheranism and fundamentalistic revivalism coated with

Evangelicalism and saturated with Pietism.

After college, | applied to Lutheran Brethren Seminary, Fergus Falls,
Minnesota. My intention for seminary was to jump through the necessary hoops to
secure a full-time job in youth ministry. Frankly, | was unprepared for seminary and
found myself crushed by the academic weight of the classes. Furthermore, some of
the theology that | encountered also attacked my folk Lutheranism worldview. | can
recall reading Francis Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics and C. F. W. Walther’s Law and
Gospel, longing for the Gospel that they presented, yet at the same time noticing

these authors clashed with my folk Lutheranism.
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About my second year of seminary, | tragically gravitated towards the church
growth movement and sunk my teeth into Rick Warren’s books The Purpose Driven
Life and The Purpose Driven Church. Therefore, when | received a call right out of
seminary to go to Rancho Cucamonga, California, | was a fundamental-revivalistic
Lutheran pastor coated with Evangelicalism, saturated with Pietism and driven by

purpose.

Complicating things even more, while in California, Rob Bell's book Velvet
Elvis, and Brian McClaren’s A Generous Orthodoxy were released, and | embraced

these too. Yes, add the emergent church movement to my theology.

Now, you may be wondering how all these “isms” can be embraced
cohesively by one person. The answer: They can’t. As much as | tried to embrace
all the plethora of ideologies—because | was searching so hard for assurance —all
of these ideologies were beginning to collide, creating a perfect storm. That is to
say, all those “isms” were starting to clash and conflict in my mind, creating a crisis
of faith. Painfully, my folk Lutheranism began to collapse. The theological house of
folk Lutheranism, which was full of contradictory “isms,” was crumbling. | could not
embrace and uphold Fundamentalism, Revivalism, Pietism, church growth tactics
and emergent church ideology all at once. Alas, | can remember the feeling like
yesterday. | felt like an utter failure. | felt lost as a pastor. | felt like a theological
nomad, being evicted from my collapsed folk Lutheranism and wandering around
with no theological home, no theological direction and no theological history.
Though it is uncomfortable to admit, | remember one night curling up in the fetal
position and weeping uncontrollably. The tears were not due to sadness; they were
due to me coming to terms with the fact that | was not in control. The reality hit me

that | had been entrapped in a theological nightmare.
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As | came to terms with my predicament, though, the Lord was gracious by
revealing the simplicity of the Gospel to me in Matthew’s Gospel as well as some

writings by Martin Luther.

Because a person cannot be a theological nomad, over the next seven years,
| began to journey toward the house of confessional Lutheranism by extensively
interacting with the Book of Concord. | also was deeply impacted by C. F. W.
Walther’s The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel, as well as Gene Edward
Veith’s The Spirituality of the Cross: The Way of the First Evangelicals. Besides
reading, | consumed as many podcasts and videos from Issues, Etc., Worldview
Everlasting and Fighting for the Faith as | could. My interactions with these
resources proved to be interesting to say the least. While it was rather painful
experiencing the collapse of my house of “isms,” | also came to experience the
difficult and timely work that is involved in moving into the new home of
confessional Lutheranism. | experienced struggles with my emotions, confusion
over linguistics, changes to my worldview and shifts in where | acquired Christian

teaching.
Specifically, four things were happening:

1) New Understanding of Original Sin:

While in folk Lutheranism, | understood sin primarily as a series of actions
that | did or did not do. | confessed that | was a sinner, but in all reality,
my belief of sin was narrowly focused on external actions alone. | failed to
realize that sin was primarily a condition of my heart. This led me only to
scratch the surface of my depravity. Things changed when | began to see
a fuller view of sin. | slowly began to realize that | was not a sinner
because of my sinful actions, but rather | was a sinner who sinned. This

idea of sin was a much more serious problem than | had initially realized,
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and that demanded a much more robust understanding of the Gospel

and Sacraments.

2) Understanding the Bound Will

A funny phrase from my time of folk Lutheranism went, “Don’t smoke,
drink or chew, nor date girls that do.” | not only embraced this but
believed that if people would only pull themselves up by their bootstraps
by the power of their free will, the world would not only get better but
could stay fixed. | viewed mankind’s free will as the means for mankind to
live victoriously. For me, the problem with people was that they simply
were lazy and lacked the proper willpower to enact God’s Law in their
lives. Things changed, though, as | encountered the Epistle of Romans
and Luther’s book The Bondage of the Will. | slowly began to understand
the implications of a bound will. As | encountered God’s holy Law, |
began to see that my sinful nature could not be reformed but needed to

be crucified.

3) Location of The Gospel

Probably one of the most difficult things for me to process in my journey
into confessional Lutheranism was the fact that the Gospel was outside of
me. | was taught growing up that the “Joy, joy, joy, joy was down in my
heart.” In other words, | was taught that | was saved because | not only
decided to follow Jesus but because | validated my salvation through my
lifestyle. Thus, | located salvation within the sphere of Matt Richard. |
conditioned the Gospel by amalgamating God’s grace with my actions.

Faith was not a gift of God that received grace, but faith was a work of my
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willpower. Indeed, | failed to realize that the Gospel was outside of me in

the person and work of Christ and delivered to me in the means of grace.

4) Who Does the Verbs?

Finally, | also failed to see that many of the verbs in the Scriptures were
done by the Lord to me, not by me towards the Lord. | viewed God as a
deaf old man that was passive. | didn’t understand that God came to me
through the precious means of grace; therefore, | created my means of
grace as a way to get another jewel in my crown. In other words, |
constantly felt the pressure actively to ascend to God to bring Him my
spiritual report card for affirmation. | viewed my faith as something that
required action on my behalf lest | be labeled a lazy Christian. | virtually
had no assurance because | failed to understand the Sacraments, so |
spent most of my time bouncing back and forth between pride (Look at

what | just did for God!) and despair (Have | done enough for God?).

The seven-year journey out of folk Lutheranism reached a significant
conclusion in 2013 when | applied for colloquy into The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod. While the Church of the Lutheran Brethren was the church where | was
baptized, | had grown dramatically in my appreciation for the Sacraments, ancient
liturgy and historical church practices of Lutheranism, such as public confession
and absolution. This growth made me a much more sacramentally and liturgically-
minded pastor. As a result of these changes, | came to realize that | was outside the
accepted traditions of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren. So, after months of
classes and conversations with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, | was
certified as a pastoral candidate and received a call to Zion Lutheran Church,
Gwinner, North Dakota.

The new house of confessional Lutheranism can only be described as

complete and total gift and comfort. | have come to love confessional Lutheranism
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not because | believe that it is the only way within Christendom, but rather because
| believe it is the best way. | believe its focus on Law and Gospel are the bread and
butter to understanding the Scriptures and the Christian life. The use of the Law
within Lutheranism does a phenomenal job in continually reminding me of my
depravity and my inability to please God through my moral, intellectual and religious
abilities; it tells me that | am spiritually bankrupt. On the other hand, the Gospel, as
taught in Lutheranism, tells me what God has done for me in the person and work
of Jesus Christ. When | am brought to the end of myself, the Gospel is delivered to
me in the Word and Sacraments, gifting me the forgiveness of sins and declaring to
me that all my sins are buried deep in the wounds of Christ. There is no ascending,

no climbing, but rather a God who comes to me and delivers to me.

What can be said of this journey? Simply this: The journey has been good!
The house of confessional Lutheranism contains freedom for the soul because it
rests in the Son of God who gave Himself for us. Indeed, within the walls of the
house of confessional Lutheranism is comfort, for there one will consistently find the
ancient liturgy and the blessed Sacraments that are for us even when the rest of

society is a reed blowing in the wind.

The house of confessional Lutheranism is like the home that I've always had,

but only recently discovered.
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Collinsville, IL 62234
618-344-3151

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Gary Wright
17618 Hubbard Road
East Moline, IL 61244
309-496-2186

Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Mark Bestul
535 N McLean Bivd
Elgin, IL 60123
847-741-5433

Bethany Lutheran

Rev. Jeff Hemmer

5600 Old Collinsville Rd
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
618-632-6906

Christ Our Savior Lutheran

Rev. Bruce Keseman
612 N. State St.
Freeburg, IL 62243
618-539-5664

Concordia Lutheran
Rev. Stephen Mueller
316 S Oakwood Ave
Geneseo, IL 61254
(809) 944-3993

Hope Lutheran

Rev. David Fielding
3715 Wabash Ave
Granite City, IL 62040
(618) 876-7568

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Ben Ball

6969 W. Frontage Rd
Worden, IL 62097
P.O. Box 247

Hamel, IL 62046
618-633-2209

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Brian Holle
801 N Madison St
Lebanon, IL 62254
618-537-2300

St. Matthew Lutheran
Rev. Michael Gudgel
305 Lemont St.
Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-5000

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Kirk Clayton

101 South Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
618 566-7345

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Peter Il

Rev. Todd Wilken
503 E Washington St
Millstadt, IL 62260
618-476-3101

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Wilfred Karsten

4107 21st Ave
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-9720

Bethany Lutheran

Rev. Seth Clemmer

Rev. Stephen Schumacher
1550 Modaff Rd
Naperville, IL 60565
630-355-2198

St. John's Lutheran
Rev. David Benning
300 E. Gibson St.
New Berlin, IL 62670
217-448-3190

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Jonathan Huehn
311 N. Hershey Rd.
Normal, IL 61761
309-452-5609

Zion Lutheran

Rev Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Pleasant Plains IL 62677
217-626-1282

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Michael Schuermann
Rev. James Stuenkel

500 South Sherman Bivd
Sherman, IL 62684
217-496-3149

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Mark Brockhoff
1800 S Rodenburg Rd
Schaumburg, IL 60193
847-524-9746

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Jerry Bagwell
726 W. Filmore St.
Vandalia, IL 62471
618-283-1133

INDIANA

Emmanuel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Ludwig
355 Shaffer St
Arcadia, IN 46030
317-984-3651

Grace Lutheran

Rev. John Armstrong
3201 Central Ave
Columbus, IN 47203
812-372-4859
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Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Martin Noland
1000 W lllinois St
Evansville, IN 47710
812-424-4785

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Petersen
Rev. Michael Frese
202 West Rudisill Bivd
Fort Wayne, IN 46807
260-744-2585

Calvary Lutheran

Rev. Kurt Ebert

Rev. Udhayanesan Raji
6111 Shelby St
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317-783-2000

St Paul's Lutheran
Rev. David Shadday
3932 Mi Casa Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46237
317-787-4464

St Peter Lutheran
Rev. Seth Mierow
2525 E 11th St
Indianapolis, IN 46201
317-638-7245

Grace Lutheran
Rev Daniel Mackey
601 N Reserve St
Muncie IN 47303
765-282-2537

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Peter Speckhard
8601 Harrison Ave
Munster, IN 46321
219-836-6270

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Adrian Piazza
10055 E 186th St
Noblesville, IN 46060
317-773-3669

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Jordan McKinley
4413 South State Rd 135
Vallonia, IN 47281
812-358-3225

Advent Lutheran

Rev. John Fiene
11250 N Michigan Rd
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-6318

IOWA

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Kevin Johnson
1100 Market St
Carlisle, IA 50047
515-989-3841

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Michael Knox

904 Bluff St

Cedar Falls, 1A 50613
319-266-2509
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St Paul Lutheran
Rev. Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda, 1A 51632
712-542-1505

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Nathan Sherill

239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-4729

Zion Lutheran
Rev. Jeffrey Keuning

309 Marshall Street, P.O. Box 127

Dexter, I1A 50072
515-729-2977

Our Redeemer

Rev. Kristian Kincaid
2145 John F Kennedy Rd.
Dubuque, 1A 52002
563-588-1247

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. J.R. Wheeler
101 E View Pl
Osceola, |IA 50213
641-342-3121

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Don Erickson
5092 480th St.
Paullina IA 51046
712-418-2637

St John Lutheran

Rev. David Klinge
1956 Durham Ave
State Center, IA 50247
641-483-2578

Faith Lutheran

Rev Edward Killian
1555 W Ridgeway Ave
Waterloo IA 50701
319-236-1771

KANSAS

Risen Savior Lutheran
Rev. Robert Weinkauf
14700 Leavenworth Rd
Basehor, KS 66007
913-724-2900

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Dale Dumperth
800 E 1St St

McPherson, KS 67460-3614

620-241-1627

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Kevin Vogts
34868 Block Rd
Paola KS 66071
913-849-3344

Augsburg Lutheran
Rev. J. W. Watson
13902 W 67th St
Shawnee, KS 66216
785-331-3890

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Christopher Craig
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481

St John's Lutheran
Rev. Jon Bruss
901 SW Fillmore St
Topeka, KS 66606
785-354-7132

Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle
Rev. Michael Brockman
3310 E Pawnee St
Wichita, KS 67218
316-685-6781

Trinity Lutheran Church
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle
611 S Erie St

Wichita, KS 67211
316-685-1571

KENTUCKY

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Michael Huebner
2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington, KY 40505
859-299-9615

Resurrection Lutheran
Rev. Curtis Peters

4205 Gardiner View Ave.
Louisville, KY 40213
502-458-4451

LOUISIANA

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rev. Aaron Stinnett

1905 Highway 59
Mandeville, LA 70448
985-674-0377

MASSACHUSETTS

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Paul Gramit
117 Chace St.
Clinton, MA 01510
978-365-6888

MARYLAND

Calvary Lutheran

Rev. Quentin Poulson
2625 E. Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21214
410-426-4301

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Rd
Hancock, MD 21750
301-678-7180

MICHIGAN

Angelica Lutheran
Rev Jonathan Sachs
8400 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-2080
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Emmanuel Lutheran
Rev. Joel Baseley
800 S Military St
Dearborn, Ml 48124
313-565-4002

Redford Lutheran

Rev. Raymond Parent Il
22159 Grand River Ave.
Detroit, MI 48219
313-535-3733

Zion Lutheran
Rev. Mark Braden
4305 Military St.
Detroit, MI 48210
313-894-7450

Epiphany Lutheran
Rev. Jonathon Krenz
4219 Park Ln

Dorr, MI 49323
616-681-0791

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev. Robert Wurst
2943 SW Manitou Tr.
Good Harbor, Ml 49621
231-228-6888

Our Savior Lutheran

Rev. David Fleming

Rev. North Sherrill, Jr.
2900 Burton St SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546
616-949-0710

St John Lutheran

Rev Leo Thomas

246 N Ridge Rd

Port Salinas MI 48469
810-622-9653

St. John Lutheran
Rev. Edward Steeh
62657 North Ave
Ray, Ml 48096
586-749-5286

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word
c/o Troy Historical Village

Rev Allen Lunneberg

66 W Wattles Rd

Troy MI 48098

248-930-0173

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Michael Allen
6356 Center Street
Unionville, MI 48767
989-674-8681

MINNESOTA

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Klatt
160 210th St. SW
Appleton, MN 56208
320-394-2358

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Preston Paul
128 Filmore St SE
Chatfield, MN 55923
507-867-4604
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St. John's Evangelical Lutheran

Rev. Steven C. Briel

Rev. Matthew P. Johnson
9141 County Rd 101
Corcoran, MN 55340
763-420-2426

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Petersen

10583 US Hwy 169

Garrison, MN 56450
320-692-4581

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Klatt
510 Olivia St
Holloway, MN 56249
320-394-2452

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Donald Klatt
1746 30th St NW
Holloway, MN 56249
320-394-2308

St. Paul Lutheran

1324 9th St

International Falls MN 56649
218-283-8642

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Brian Thorson
47334 132nd St
Lewisville, MN 56060
507-435-2201

Glory of Christ Lutheran
Rev. John Fehrman
4040 Hwy 101 N
Plymouth, MN 55446
763-478-6031

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Scott Schilbe
2904 2oth St SE
Rochester, MN 55904
507-289-0271

St Johns Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Horton
14385 Blaine Ave E
Rosemount, MN 55068-5929
651-423-2149

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Timm
2718 3rd St. N.

St Cloud, MN 56303
320-252-8171

Trinity Lutheran

Rev Jesse Krusemark
29972 570th Ave
Waltham MN 55982
507-567-2272

MISSISSIPPI

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Dr. James Holowach
4423 |-55 North
Jackson, MS 39206
601-366-2055

MISSOURI

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Warren Woerth

2211 Tenbrook Rd
Arnold, MO 63010
636-296-1292

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Mark Below
15750 Baxter Rd
Chesterfield, MO 63017
636-532-0400

Mount Calvary Lutheran

Rev. James Gier

1215 Baldwin St

Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Gravelton, MO 63645
573-783-2405

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. James Dunn

4203 Tracy Ave

Kansas City, MO 64110
816-561-0561

Village Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison
9237 Clayton Rd

Ladue, MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Dr.
Lebanon, MO 65536
417-532-2717

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb
1075 E Urbandale Dr
Moberly, MO 65270
660-263-3256

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Handrick
Rev. Matthew Marks
453 N West St
Perryville, MO 63775
573-547-8317

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Tyler Arnold

Rev. Brandon Froiland
6700 NW 72nd St

Platte Woods, MO 64151
816-741-0483

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Doug Gaunt

4795 N Hwy 94

Saint Charles, MO 63301
636-250-3350
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Peace Lutheran

Rev. Dennis Kastens
Rev. Jonathan Fergusen
727 Barracksview Rd.
Saint Louis, MO 63125
314-892-5610

Prince of Peace

Rev. Dr. Mark Smith

8646 New Sappington Rd
Saint Louis, MO 63126
314-843-8448

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Randy Asburry
Rev. Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho St

Saint Louis, MO 63109
314-352-0014

Concordia Lutheran
Rev. Alan Wollenberg
836 Park Ave.
Sikeston, MO 63801
573-471-5842

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Steve Riordan
955 Hwy 109
Wildwood, MO 63038
636-273-6239

MONTANA

Christ The King Lutheran
Rev. Ryan Wendt

759 Newman Ln
Billings, MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Gerald Paul

1226 1st Ave. N
Great Falls, MT 59401
406-452-2121

NEBRASKA

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Jonathan Rathjan
34 Alden Dr

Auburn, NE 68305
402-274-4210

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev. Allen K. Strawn
506 Main St
Bridgeport, NE 69336
308-262-0424

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Scott Porath
1009 G St

Eagle, NE 68347
402-781-2190

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev. Lance Berndt

Rev. Clint Poppe

3825 Wildbriar Ln
Lincoln, NE 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Mark Ebert
510 S 33rd St
Lincoln, NE 68501
402-477-1710
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Lamb of God Lutheran
Rev Philip Houser

1414 South Washington
Papillion NE 68046
402-934-9045

NEVADA

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Douglas Barnett

2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy
Henderson, NV 89052
702-492-4701

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Donald Colageo
673 Weston Rd
Manchester, NH 03103
603-622-1514

NEW MEXICO

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Brian Kachelmeier
2000 Diamond Dr

Los Alamos, NM 87544
505-412-9682

NORTH CAROLINA

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Tod Rappe

1605 Van Buren Ave.
Fayetteville, NC 28303
910-488-6010

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Olson
3353 US 176 North
Tryon, NC 28782
828-859-0379

OHIO

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Arthur Casci
1240 S Maple Ave
Fairborn OH 45324
937-878-0651

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Kevin Jud
1285 Main St
Hamilton OH 45013
513-893-6792

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev. Michael Phillips
2120 Lakewood Ave
Lima, OH 45805
419-222-2541

St. Pauls Lutheran_

Rev. Paul Schiueter

7960 State Route 38
Millford Center, OH 43045
937-349-2405

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Stephen Niermann
16035 County Rd U
Napoleon, OH 43505
419-598-8961

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev. Robert Green
7500 State Rd
Parma, OH 44134
440-845-2230

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran

Rev. John Rutz

13101 Five Point Rd
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-6939

Hope Lutheran

Rev Benjamin Meyer
15370 Meredith State Rd
Sunbury OH 43074
740-965-1685

OKLAHOMA

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Christian Tiews
1314 E 6th St
Okmulgee, OK 74447
918-756-6046

Grace Lutheran
2331 E 5th PI
Tulsa, OK 74104
918-592-2999

OREGON

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev. Bruce Ley

2515 Queen Ave SE
Albany, OR 97322
541-928-0214

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Eric Lange

795 E. Powell Blvd
Gresham, OR 97030
503-665-5414

Reformation Lutheran

Rev Steven Brockdorf

4435 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy
Hillsboro OR 97123
503-648-1393

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Evan Goeglein
8582 Rogue River Hgwy.
Rogue River, OR 97537
541-582-0457

PENNSYLVANIA

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Rev. Michael Podeszwa
60 Rochester Rd.
Freedom, PA 15042
724-728-3881

Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Adam Koontz
308 Petersburg Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543
717-560-6751

St. John Lutheran

Rev. Robert Kieselowsky
25 E. Scenic Rd
Springfield, PA 19064
610-543-3100
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Grace Lutheran

Rev. David Young
1169 W Street Rd
Warminster, PA 18974
215-672-8181

SOUTH CAROLINA

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Ted Crandall
37 Marshellen Drive
Beaufort, SC 29901
843-812-9178

SOUTH DAKOTA

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Matthew Wurm
629 9th Ave.
Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-2678

Peace Lutheran Church
Rev. David Lindenberg
219 E Saint Anne St
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-721-6480

Christ Lutheran

Rev. Matthew Nix
4801 E 6th St

Sioux Falls, SD 57110
605-338-3769

TENNESSEE

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Larry Peters
Rev. Daniel Ulrich
2041 Madison St
Clarksville, TN 37043
931-647-6750

Redeemer Lutheran

Rev. Philip Young

800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville, TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev. Robert Portier
1610 Pullen Rd
Sevierville, TN 37862
865-365-8551

TEXAS

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Paul Harris

1207 W 45th
Austin, TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran

Rev. Mark Nuckols
Rev. Sherman Stenson
3501 Red River St
Austin, TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
1701 N Broadway
Ballinger, TX 76821
325-942-9275

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. Brent McGuire
7611 Park Lane

Dallas, TX 75225
214-368-1371
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Divine Savior Lutheran Church

Rev. Randall Wehmeyer
405 Ingram Road
Devine, Texas 78016
830-663-3735

Grace Lutheran
Rev. Carl Roth
801 W 11th St
Elgin, TX 78621
512-281-3367

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev. Thomas Baden
12358 Country Rd 5500
Eola, TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Grassley
4513 Wiliams Rd
Fort Worth, TX 76116
817-560-0030

Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Christopher Bramich
1500 FM 156 S

Haslet TX 76052
817-439-2100

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev. Dr. Laurence White
Rev. David Vandercook
5000 West Tidwell Rd
Houston, TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Glenn Huebel
Rev. Tom Chryst
1308 Whitley Rd
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345

Faith Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
801 1st St

Ozona, TX 76943
325-942-9275

Faith Lutheran

Rev. James Woelmer
Rev. Mark Taylor
Rev. Steve Kieser
1701 E Park Bivd
Plano, TX 756074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev. Joel Shaltanis
3601 W. 15th St
Plano, TX 75075
972-867-5588

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Allan Eckert

3536 Lutheran Way
San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-8660

Mount Calvary Ev. Lutheran

St. John Lutheran

Rev L. Lynn Lubke
1000 N Crockett St.
San Benito TX 78568
956-399-3422

Hope Lutheran

Rev. Thomas Baden
417 E 2nd St
Sonora, TX 76950
325-942-9275

VIRGINA

Immanuel Lutheran

Rev. Christopher Esget
1801 Russell Rd
Alexandria, VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran

Rev. James Douthwaite
114 Kingsley Rd SW
Vienna, VA 22180
703-455-4003

WASHINGTON

Peace Lutheran
Rev. Daniel Freeman
2071 Bishop Rd
Chehalis, WA 98532
360-748-4108

Immanuel Lutheran

Rev. Kyle Heck
2531 Lombard Ave
Everett, WA 98201
425-252-7038

Messiah Lutheran

Rev. Kurt Onken
9209 State Ave
Marysville, WA 98270
360-659-4112

Messiah Lutheran

Rev. Ernie Lassman

Rev Trevor Mankin

7050 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran

Rev. David Reedy

Rev. Mark Pulliam

308 Mt Calvary Dr.

San Antonio, TX 78209
210-824-8748

Rev. Kerry Reese

Rev. Warrens Berger
9225 212th St SE
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-7881

Parkland Lutheran

Rev Glenn Obenberger
Rev Samuel Gullixson
Rev Alex Ring
120123rd St S
Tacoma WA 98444
253-537-5492

WISCONSIN

St. John's Lutheran

Rev. John Neugebauer
E 5221 Church Rd
Algoma, WI 54201
920-487-2335

St. Peter's Lutheran
Rev. Christopher Amen
303 Park St.

Arlington, WI 53911
608-635-4825
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Zion Lutheran

Rev. Tim Jones

110 E Grand Ave
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-723-6380

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev. Larry Myers
Rev. Eric Skovgaard
945 N Terrace Dr
Elm Grove, WI 53122
262-797-2970

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev. Aaron Koch
3820 W Layton Ave
Greenfield, WI 53221
414-282-4900

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. James Roemke
2026 22nd Ave.
Kenosha, WI 563140
262-551-8182

Mount Olive Lutheran
Rev Jason Zobel

110 N Whitney Way
Madison WI 53705
608-238-5656

St. John Lutheran
Rev. James Mallmann
450 Bridge St
Mayville, WI 53050
920-387-3568

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Ricky Schroeder
1228 S Park Ave
Neenah, WI| 54956
920-725-0510

Grace Lutheran

Rev. Randal Poppe
3700 Washington Ave
Racine, WI 53405
262-633-4831

St. John's Lutheran
Rev. Jacob Gilbert
510 Kewaunee St
Racine, WI 53402
262-637-7011

St Jakobi Lutheran

Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Rd A
Shawano, WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memorial Chapel
Rev. Dr. Ken Wieting
3833 N Maryland Ave
Shorewood, WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran

Rev. Peter Bender
W240 N6145 Maple Ave
Sussex, WI 53089
262-246-3200

WYOMING

Trinity Lutheran
Rev. Daniel Holthus
1240 S Missouri Ave
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Casper, WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran

Rev. Paul Rosberg

601 S 9th St

Douglas, WY 82633-2704
307-358-2810

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Scott Firminhac
Rev. Jared Tucher
1001 E 9th St
Gillette, WY 82717
307-682-4886

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev. David Bott
175 N. Willow St
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-3409

CANADA

St. Matthew Lutheran
Rev. Michael Keith
5021 52 Ave

Stony Plain, AB T7Z1C1
780-963-2416

Bethel Lutheran

Rev Jamie Bosma

264 Wilson St

Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9
807-344-8322

Grace Lutheran

Rev Rob Korsch

136 Margaret Ave
Kitchener ON N2H4H9
519-742-7431
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