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Dear Issues, Etc. Journal Reader, 

Greetings in the name of Jesus. 

For this edition of the Journal, I have written something of a confession: “Is the Law Bad?” 
For many years, I, like many other Lutherans, have become sloppy in the way I thought 
and spoke about God’s Law. It’s time to rid ourselves of the many myths about God’s Law 
that endanger the Gospel. 

In the Wittenberg Trail feature, Tim Wood tells us about moving from a theology cobbled 
together from many different Christian confessions, to the sound and seamless theology of 
the Lutheran confession.  

You’ll also find a list of our generous sponsoring congregations at the end of the Journal. 

Enjoy this edition of the Journal.  

Wir sind alle Bettler, 

Todd Wilken, host 
Issues, Etc. 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Is the Law Bad? 

Some Myths about God’s Law  
 

by Todd Wilken 

	 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully. —1 Tim. 1:8 
 

Without the Law the Gospel is not understood. —C. F. W. Walther 

Do you think that God’s Law is a bad thing? Don’t answer too quickly. 

Your response might be, “Yes. I’m a Lutheran! I’m all about the Gospel, not 
the Law.” If so, read on, because you’re dead wrong. 

Or your response might be, “Of course not! The Bible says that the Law of 
God is good, holy and righteous.” If so, you’re right! But read on to make sure you 
really believe that. 

Either way, I want you to think about some common myths Lutherans 
sometimes entertain about God’s Law. These myths can lead Lutherans (who, of all 
people, should know better) to conclude that God’s Law is actually a bad thing. 
These myths can also lead Lutherans who know that God’s Law is good to despise 
the Law in practice. 
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The truth is that Lutherans in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century 
were and have become sloppy. We’ve become sloppy in the way we think and talk 
about the Law. You might ask, “So what? Shouldn’t we be more concerned about 
the pure Gospel?” The answer is that any error regarding the Law always comes 
with an error regarding the Gospel. Sloppiness in the way we think and talk about 
the Law brings sloppiness in the way we think and talk about the Gospel. If you 
really care about the pure Gospel, you’ll care about the pure Law too. 

The Law is the unchanging will of God for us to live in love — love for Him 
above all and love for our neighbors as ourselves. Is this Law a bad thing? 

 You might say, “Wilken, you’re just setting up a straw man. No Lutheran 
really thinks that the Law is a bad thing.” I certainly did . . . without even realizing 
that I did. In truth, this is a personal story. For the better part of the last 25 years, I 
have been sloppy too. How? Because at one time or another, intentionally or 
unintentionally, I accepted and perpetuated some or all of the following myths about 
the Law. 

Myth: Any Bad Situation Is the Law 

The old Lutheran liberals of the last century loved to say that the Gospel is 
any good news in a bad situation. They had a generic Gospel. If you were thirsty, 
the Gospel was a drink of water. If you were hungry, the Gospel was a square meal. 
This allowed the old liberals to avoid the biblical Gospel (with its dependence on 
ideas like the divinity of Jesus and His bodily resurrection) and replace it with the 
social gospel. “Preach the Gospel” no longer meant preaching the death and 
resurrection of Jesus; it meant any good news applied to a bad situation. 

But many Lutherans who reject this way of talking about the Gospel accept 
this way of talking about the Law. They have a generic Law. If you have a bad day, 
that’s Law. If your job is demanding, that’s Law. If you’re just feeling the many 
pressures of life, that’s Law. It’s not a big jump, is it? After all, if the Law is bad 
news, then any bad situation is Law, right? Wrong.  
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This misconception about the Law has led to a very strange idea, namely, 
that the world and even our church pews are full of people who don’t need to hear 
the Law: 

Very often the people who fill our pews have already felt the death arrows of 
the law in their daily life. The law calls upon people to perform. In daily life 
people are called to perform endlessly on the job, in their families, in their 
communities. The pressure to perform is relentless. Life so beats people 
down. They are painfully aware that they do not measure up. The last thing 
such persons need when they go to church is to be beaten down even more 
by the law!  1

Life is tough for everyone. Everyone a feels “the pressure to perform” of one kind or 
another. By this reasoning, why anyone would need to hear the Law? 

But not every “pressure to perform” is God’s Law. A person can feel beaten 
down by an employer’s unrealistic expectation of an 80 hour work week. People 
feel guilty for all sorts of reasons that have nothing to do with God’s Law. Some 
people feel guilty for the size of their carbon footprint without a touch of guilt over 
sleeping around.  

When this idea of generic “Law” prevails, the Law is divorced from Scripture, 
any of its specific commands and the very idea of sin. It also breeds a generation of 
pastors and Christians who think of themselves as victims of circumstance instead 
of sinners accountable to God and His Word.  

“Life so beats people down” isn’t the Law; it 
may just be life in a fallen world. Are the 
difficulties of life in a fallen world the result of our 
sin? Yes. But the Law isn't just suffering in a 
fallen world; it is the specific commands of 
God flowing from His eternal will. This “Law” 
isn’t God’s Law; it’s just the daily grind. The Law 
isn’t any tough situation or life’s pressure to 
perform, the Law is the Ten Commandments, the 
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specific commands of Scripture.  

Moreover, for a Law that consists of life’s difficulties and troubles, any 
practical solution will do. This kind of “Law” certainly doesn’t require a sinless Jesus 
to die on the cross for you. Jesus didn’t die because life is hard; He died because 
we failed to keep God’s commandments. God’s Law isn’t generic. His Law is 
specific, addressed to real sinners who commit real sins. His Law requires a sinless 
Jesus to give His life for those sinners. 

Myth: The Law Is the Opposite of the Gospel 

It’s easy to understand the origin of this myth about the Law. God’s Law and 
Gospel are often distinguished from one another by their differences. C. F. W. 
Walther’s classic work, The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel has the 
comprehensive list: 

The true points of difference between the Law and the Gospel are the 
following: — 
1. These two doctrines differ as regards the manner of their being revealed to  
    man; 
2. As regards their contents; 
3. As regards the promises held out by either doctrine; 
4. As regards their threatenings; 
5. As regards the function and the effect of either doctrine; 
6. As regards the persons to whom either the one or the other doctrine must  
   be preached.  2

But Walther prefaces this list of differences by saying that the Law and the 
Gospel in no way contradict one another: “Nor can we establish a difference by 
claiming that the Law and the Gospel contradict each other. There are no 
contradictions in Scripture. Each is distinct from the other, but both are in the most 
perfect harmony with one another.”  3

With all these differences, it is understandable that some Lutherans could 
conclude that the Law and the Gospel are opposites. But they’re not. For example, 
the Gospel says that Jesus died for you. The Law doesn’t say Jesus didn’t die for 
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you. The Gospel says that your sins are completely forgiven for Jesus’ sake. The 
Law doesn’t say that your sins aren’t forgiven. The Gospel says that you have been 
reconciled to God. The Law doesn’t deny this. In fact, the Law has nothing 
whatsoever to say about any of these things.  

God is telling the truth in the Law when He says, “Do this and you will 
live.” (Lev. 18:5;  Luke 10:28). And the Gospel doesn’t say, “Do this and you will 
die” or “Don’t do this and you will live.” No. The Gospel says, “Jesus did this for you 
and you will live.” As Walther says,  

The Law tells us what we are to do. No such instruction is contained in the 
Gospel. On the contrary, the Gospel reveals to us only what God is doing. 
The Law is speaking concerning our works; the Gospel, concerning the great 
works of God. In the Law we hear the tenfold summons, “Thou shalt.” 
Beyond that the Law has nothing to say to us. The Gospel, on the other 
hand, makes no demands whatever.  4

If we think of the Law as the opposite of the Gospel, as though whatever one 
says, the other says the opposite, we make a mess of both. We end up with a Law 
that denies the Gospel, and a Gospel that denies the Law. In other words, we end 
up with neither God’s Law nor His Gospel. 

The Law and the Gospel are different in many ways, but they are not 
opposites. They are two different words from God that are perfectly complementary.  
The Law says “Do this,” and nothing more. The Gospel tells us much more. The 
Gospel tells us that Jesus has done this for us. 

Myth: The Law Is the Same Thing as the “Opinion of the Law” 

The “opinion of the Law” sounds like it should be the same thing as the Law, 
doesn’t it? It isn’t. The “opinion of the Law” is a phrase that comes from the 
Lutheran Confessions, specifically from the Apology to the Augsburg Confession (III, 
144–145): 

Works become conspicuous among men. Human reason naturally admires 
these, and because it sees only works, and does not understand or consider 
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faith, it dreams accordingly that these works merit remission of sins and 
justify. This opinion of the Law inheres by nature in men's minds; neither can 
it be expelled, unless when we are divinely taught. But the mind must be 
recalled from such carnal opinions to the Word of God. 

The “opinion of the Law” is that set of “carnal opinions” that hold that human works 
can merit forgiveness and justify us before God. But that isn’t what God’s Law says, 
is it? Not at all. The Law demands good works, yes. It demands perfect good 
works. And by this demand of perfection, the Law dispels and destroys any hope of 
relying on such works in sinners convicted by the Law. When the Law is rightly 
heard, it teaches you to distrust your own works.  

Far from being the same thing as the Law, the “opinion of the Law” is merely 
fallen man’s reliance on his own works, his own self-righteousness. The “opinion of 
the Law” is not the teaching of God’s Law; rather, it is man’s failure to heed that 
teaching. The “opinion of the Law” completely misconstrues the purpose of the 
Law. Hymn writer Paul Speratus captured this in his Reformation hymn, “Salvation 
Unto Us Has Come:” 

It was a false, misleading dream 
That God His Law had given 
So sinners could themselves redeem 
And by their works gain Heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright 
To bring the inbred sin to light 
That lurks within our nature. 

This “false, misleading dream” isn’t the Law; it is the idea that God had given His 
Law so that sinners could redeem themselves. This dream doesn’t come from God 
or His Law but from sinners who misunderstand the Law as a means of self-
justification.  

God’s Law doesn’t agree with the “opinion of the law;” rather, the mirror of 
the Law exposes this opinion as false and misleading. And yet it is not unusual to 
find Lutherans speaking of the “opinion of the Law” as though it were the same 
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thing as the Law. Theologian Steven Paulson describes the “opinion of the Law” as 
“the basic scheme of the law and its morality.”   Another example comes from a 5

layperson writing for a Lutheran blog: 

Martin Luther called it the Opinion of the Law, or “Opinio Legis”. In 
Romans 2, Paul tells us that, whether or not we accept God’s Law, law has 
been written into our hearts and consciences; and, as a result, our 
thoughts are constantly expressing our internal Opinion of the Law, as we 
understand it. We are always alternately accusing or defending in every 
situation we encounter. Law is, quite simply, the default mode of all human 
beings. It is the lens through which we naturally and initially view 
everything.  6

The writer has unwittingly confused God’s Law (in this case, written on the heart) 
with fallen man’s “opinion of the Law,” with man’s trust in his own works. The two 
are not the same thing. The Law is not the default mode of fallen man; the sinful 
“opinion of the Law” is.  The Law is not the lens through which fallen man views 7

everything (would that it were!); reliance on 
works, self-justification and self-righteousness 

are. 

This myth confuses man’s works and his love of them 
with what the Law demands. Don't confuse God's Law 

with man's "opinion of the Law." They are not the same 
thing. Fallen man does not love the Law or desire to keep it; 

he loves his own works and relies on them to save himself. 
When Lutherans confuse the two, they speak of God’s Law as 

though it encourages reliance on works when the Law actually 
does the very opposite.  

Myth: The Devil Loves the Law 

This misconception flows from the previous one and has 
it’s variations: The Old Adam loves the Law, unbelievers 

love the Law, the devil loves your good works, etc. 
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The reasoning goes like this: If the Law encourages reliance on works (it doesn't), 
and the devil wants man to rely on his works (he does), then the Law is really the 
devil’s ally, and the devil must love it. 

Even theologian Gustaf Wingren, author of the definitive work, Luther on 
Vocation perpetuates this myth: 

In the conscience, or before God, the Law is a tyrant and the work of the 
devil, which must be reduced to it proper place , the body and earth, by the 
gospel of Christ, In the conscience, Law and free will are evil in their activity; 
all of it the devil's activity against God.  8

As you can see, in the end, this myth regards the Law as the devil’s word 
rather than God’s Word. It is no wonder that Lutherans devoted to this myth tend 
toward antinomianism, that is, a rejection of the Law. After all, if the Law is the 
devil’s ally or even the devil’s word, then the Law is actually diabolical, and not 
divine. 

But when considered this way, it is obvious that the Law is not the word of 
Satan; it is the Word of God. Satan’s accusations against man, his temptations to 
sin or to despair of God’s mercy aren’t the Law; they are a terrible distortion of 
God’s Word. The devil doesn’t love God’s Law; he loves his own lies.   9

Myth: The Law Is a Theology of Glory  10

Many have observed that theology is the art of making distinctions. Martin 
Luther is a great example. Along with Law and Gospel, justification and 
sanctification, right and left hand kingdoms, faith and reason, and many others, 
Luther drew one of his most famous (and misunderstood) distinctions very early in 
his career: the theologian of glory and the theologian of the cross. Briefly, a theology 
of glory is one that tries to measure God’s disposition toward the sinner by “visible 
and manifest things” apart from the suffering and death of Jesus. The theologian of 
glory looks to life’s circumstances as signs of God’s favor or disfavor. By contrast, 
the theologian of the cross comprehends all of life’s circumstances through the 
suffering and death of Jesus. He looks to the cross alone to find God’s favor.  
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Theology is the art of making distinctions, but not all of theology’s distinctions 
distinguish the same things. The distinction between Law and Gospel is 
indispensable for rightly understanding all the other Lutheran distinctions, but that 
doesn’t mean that those other distinctions are just versions of the Law/Gospel 
distinction. A failure to understand this is at the heart of the misconception that the 
Law is a theology of glory. 

It’s this simple: A theology of glory is aways a false way of understanding 
God while the Law is a true but incomplete way of understanding God. The Law 
speaks the truth as far as it goes, but it is given to and prepares us to hear the 
Gospel.  By contrast, the theology of glory is never true in any sense whatsoever. 11

In other words, the distinction between the theology of glory and the theology 
of the cross is not a parallel to the distinction between the Law and the 
Gospel. 

What happens when Lutherans fail to understand this? If the Law 
is a theology of glory and the Gospel is a theology of the cross, then 
the Law is regarded as a false way of thinking about God. 

Myth: The Law’s Aim Is to Kill 
          This is the most common myth about God’s Law among 
Lutherans. It is so popular that I hesitate even to address it. 
But let’s turn again to C. F. W. Walther who wrote about the 
real differences between the Law and the Gospel: 

Nor do the Law and the Gospel differ as 
regards their final aim, as though the Gospel 
aimed at men’s salvation, the Law at men’s 
condemnation. No, both have for their final 
aim man’s salvation; only the Law, ever 
since the Fall, cannot lead us to 
salvation; it can only prepare us for 
the Gospel.  12

Walther is being very careful. Does 
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the Law result in the condemnation and death of sinners? Yes. But is the aim of the 
Law to kill? No. Walther is guided by Paul’s equally careful argument in Romans 
7:8–13: 

Apart from the law, sin lies dead. I was once alive apart from the law, but 
when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. The very 
commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing 
an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed 
me. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and 
good. Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was 
sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be 
shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful 
beyond measure. 

Think carefully about what Paul is saying here. According to Paul, what killed him? 
The Law? No. Sin killed him. He says, “Sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me,” and “It was sin, producing 
death in me.” In fact, Paul says that the Law is “the very commandment that 
promised life” and “holy, righteous and good.” Then he asks, “Did that which is 
good [God’s Law], then, bring death to me?” His answer is an emphatic No. Paul is 
insistent: Sin, not the Law, killed him.  13

What are we to make of this, especially when Paul elsewhere, speaking of 
the Ten Commandments, says, “The letter kills” (2 Cor. 3:6)? Here in Romans Paul 
is explaining exactly how the Law that promises life nevertheless proves fatal to 
sinners. Paul is saying that sin is dead apart from the Law. But the Law enlivens sin, 
and sin kills the sinner. The aim of the Law is not to kill but to give life. The Lutheran 
Confessions get this right that “through sin the Law kills” (SA, III, iii, 7). 

You may ask, “What difference does it make? When the Law comes, the 
sinner ends up dead anyway.” The reason it makes a difference is because the Law 
promises life, and that is not a false promise. The Law’s promise of life is not false; it 
is conditional.  Walther writes: 

What the Law promises is just as great a boon as what the Gospel promises, 
namely, everlasting life and salvation. But at this point we are confronted with 
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a mighty difference: all promises of the Law are made on certain conditions, 
namely, on the condition that we fulfill the Law perfectly.  14

“Do this and you will live” is not a false promise. But it is a promise conditioned on 
man’s perfect obedience. You see, the fault doesn’t lie in the Law or its promise; the 
fault lies in us sinners. Our sin, not God’s Law, is the cause of death.  This is Paul’s 15

whole point in Romans chapter 7. We must not confuse the Law’s purpose with its 
effect. The Law’s aim and promise is to give life and salvation; its effect in sinners is 
to bring death and condemnation. The Law that truly promises life, nevertheless kills 
through sin. 

The Other Reason the Law Isn’t a Bad Thing 

The Law is no less the Word of God than the Gospel. God’s Word 

is good. If any or all of these myths about the Law are true — if the 
Law is just any bad situation, if the Law is the opposite of the 

Gospel, if the Law is the same thing as fallen man’s “opinion of the law,” if 

the devil loves the Law, if the Law is a theology of glory, if the Law’s aim is to 

kill— then how can the Law be “good, righteous and holy” as Paul says? It 

can’t be.  

These myths have one thing in common, and lead to one conclusion: 
God’s Law is bad. They perpetuate a false understanding of the Law in the 

Church, and that can have only one result: a false understanding of the 

Gospel. The great historian of the Lutheran Confessions, Friedrich Bente 

observed: “Wherever the Law is despised, disparaged, and corrupted, the 

Gospel, too, cannot be kept intact. Whenever the Law is assailed, even if this 
be done in the name of the Gospel, the latter is, in reality, hit harder than the 

former.”   In other words, maligning the Law does not magnify the Gospel. 16

Without the pure Law, there is no pure Gospel. Without a right 

understanding of the Law, the Gospel is misunderstood as well. It’s this 
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simple: You can’t have the Gospel without the Law. The Gospel is the Law’s 

condemnation applied to Jesus in your place. Jesus not only perfectly kept God’s 
good and holy Law for you, but He also suffered all the wrath of God, the 

condemnation, the punishment and the death that the Law brings to sinners. Jesus 

suffered and died in the place of sinners who could never do what the Law 

demands. 

The Gospel is made out of the Law. Jesus’ obedience to the Law for sinners 

is the Gospel. The righteousness of Jesus that is reckoned to you in the Gospel is 
nothing other than His obedience to the Law.  Jesus’ perfect obedience to the 17

Law is the reason your sins are forgiven. The Law demanded perfect obedience of 

you; Jesus obeyed perfectly for you. The Law demanded that you die; Jesus died in 

the your place. The Gospel is the Law’s promise, “Do this and you will live,” fulfilled 

by Jesus for you. Jesus did everything the Law requires. Jesus did nothing the Law 
forbids. He “did this” for you, and so you live. 

This article may be reproduced and distributed, unaltered and attributed, free of charge. 
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Wittenberg Trail:  
A Journey to Sound Doctrine 

by Tim Wood 

We arrived at confessional Lutheranism much the same as the Ethiopian 
eunuch became a Christian: We needed a properly trained theologian to come 
alongside us and reveal the scriptural truth to which we were blind. Before 
describing that process, it’s necessary to retrace some history. 

Growing Up African

Our backgrounds in South Africa resemble a gathering of the World 
Council of Churches. My parents are Baptist and come from lineages that were 
pietistic Lutheran, Seventh Day Adventist, Anglican, Salvation Army and 
Apostolic. 

Growing up, the Baptist Church delivered a combination of Spurgeon and 
Moody but mostly Moody. Involvement in the life of the church was taken 
seriously and with great reverence for Scripture and legalism. For high school, I 
attended a nominally Baptist boarding school that practiced YWAM-style 
evangelicalism. School was followed by conscription to the South African army 
where I was in a minority that was identified in church parades as “Englishmen, 
soccer players and Methodists.” Indeed, Methodism was the only option 
provided until we deployed to operational areas where the chaplains who 
attended us were uniformly Dutch Reformed with crippled English. 

My wife, Wanita, was born into a lapsed Baptist and Dutch Reformed 
household that dabbled with the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Rosicrucianism. Her 
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upbringing was primarily pagan until her middle school years when her mother 
fell headlong into the Word of Faith movement thanks to a Rhema import from 
Oklahoma. It was hardly an ideal place to discover Christianity, and yet she 
came away from it with a remarkable knowledge of Scripture but not doctrine. 

On graduation from the university, we married and only drifted back to 
church after our first child was born, giving the prior years of Sundays to leisure. 
We found a Baptist-influenced, non-denominational church. It was a clear 
indication that we didn’t have a clue about the purpose and function of church, 
only that there was an amorphous need for it. We never got the chance to settle 
in after receiving the opportunity to emigrate to the United States in 2000. 

Pew Itinerancy

The trans-Atlantic hop produced substantial culture shock, especially in 
searching for a church. Our reflex was to find something “Baptist” only to 
discover that there were several dozen strains of Baptist just in central New 
Jersey. Since it was impossible to reliably sort out which was which, we tried a 
Christian and Missionary Alliance church on the recommendation of 
acquaintances. It was on the leading edge of the seeker-friendly mega-church 
wave, and it repulsed us with its shallowness and relentless merchandising.  

Eventually, exhausted after months of pew itinerancy and hungry for 
assimilation, we took up space at an Assemblies of God church in a beautiful 
building across from Princeton University. As Assemblies of God churches go, it 
was remarkably tame with few of the charismatic eccentricities for which the 
denomination is known. But we never settled, despite making dear friends. 

When our eldest daughter needed to start school, we selected a local 
Christian school affiliated with a “Bible” church, our first exposure to narrow 
Fundamentalism. Inevitably, we left the Assemblies of God church for the Bible 
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church where there was no praise band to grind our teeth against and the 
preaching was more sound.  

With the benefit of hindsight, we now understand that we were being 
dosed with Law-Gospel-Law.  The Gospel proclamation was clear and regular, 
but it would subsequently be smothered with relentless exhortations to live 
transformed lives. Ironically, the pastors urged the congregation’s members to 
be certain of their salvation in Christ alone, only to undermine that assurance 
with stories of failed sanctification that proved that the culprit had made a false 
confession of faith to begin with. 

A job offer took us from New Jersey to St. Louis where the church search 
drama began all over again. We ran through a seemingly endless number of 
churches before giving up and choosing a Bible church with a “quiet” style that 
inclined to hymns rather than happy-clappy enthusiasm. 

Although we had enrolled our son at a local LCMS early learning center, 
our reaction to attending services there was, “This is Roman Catholicism.” We 
had been conditioned all our lives to regard any liturgical display as the spawn 
of Rome. 

Despite the variety of churches we cycled through over the years, they all 
had a core mashup heterodox theology: 

A. Decision theology with four chief parts 

1. Choosing Jesus as Lord following remorse about sin. Radical 
conversion from deviancy is somewhat prized since it provides a 
the narrative for a “personal testimony.” Testimonies are 
leveraged as an irresistible means of evangelism and an 
irrefutable apologetics tool. 
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2. Full immersion Baptism accompanied by saccharine sentiment 
to advertise the sincerity of the individual’s commitment to be a 
Jesus follower. 

3. Cultivating “relationship with Jesus” through spiritual disciplines, 
mission trips and doing nice things for others. Those are used as 
mile markers, which must be visible, for sanctification,. 

4. Periodic revitalizations to balance the despair at being unable to 
keep the Law. This can involve repeated Baptisms in case the 
prior ones did not take for an unrecognized lack of sincerity.   

B. A rejection of the Sacraments in favor public and private acts of 
obedience. 

C. Reading Scripture eisegetically and analogously in search of personal 
applications. 

D. Dispensational eschatology with a heavy influence on supporting Israel 
in order to fulfill end-times prophecy. 

E. Continuationism that produces prideful demonstrations of piety and 
proof of relationship. 

Theological Logjam

A confluence of events broke the theological logjam. It started with a 
sermon where the pastor preached from a text that included a reference to 
Baptism. He paused to tell us that the text did not mean what it plainly said but 
had another meaning that preserved Baptism as merely an ordinance. It was 
shocking and unsettling to hear. 

At the same time, I was developing serious objections to 
Dispensationalism following a sermon series on Revelation that was off-kilter. 
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The disagreement was mostly rational rather than theological, but researching 
the theology surfaced Calvinists of the Young, Restless and Reformed variety. 
Lutherans did not pop up, because Lutherans tend to say rather little about 
eschatology. 

That initial contact started to bring us deeper into the five-point Calvinist 
orbit. That network was serious about doctrine in a way that we had never heard 
before, which resulted in us starting to track toward monergism. In turn, that was 
unlocking door after door in our understanding and application of Scripture. 

As this was developing, I was asked to become involved in “children’s 
ministries.” In searching for a curriculum for a new school year, it became 
obvious that there was nothing salutary from the usual publishers the church 
relied upon. All the material was focused on developing obedience and 
upholding Jesus as a moral example.  

To test my suspicions, I conducted an informal survey of church kids who 
were regulars on Sundays, at Vacation Bible School, summer camps and 
Wednesday night clubs, those deeply immersed in the life and teaching of the 
congregation. The question was simple: “Why did Jesus have to die on a 
cross?” The answers were disheartening in their near uniformity: “Because He 
loves me.” It was Veggie Tales theology. When the survey was extended to 
adults, the responses were hardly different. The church had a very weak 
soteriology and a deformed Christology. It celebrated God’s grace without any 
notion of the means of grace. 

It so happened that in the search for a new curriculum I came across 
Concordia Publishing House’s Growing with Christ materials. It was exactly what 
we needed, but it was Lutheran. That was a problem because it kept referencing 
the Sacraments. We could not teach the material because Baptism was 
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something you performed as a faith proof and Communion was to test sincerity. 
In both instances, they were undertaken at the instigation of parents. 

Compelled to undertake some research on the Sacraments, we were 
flooded with Lutheran resources. We came into contact with the White Horse Inn 
and Modern Reformation, Pirate Christian Radio, Table Talk Radio, Issues Etc. 
and a host of blogs. The tide had turned, and our resistance was ebbing away 
for lack of reasonable objections. 

Ironically, at much the same time, our pastor went on sabbatical, and 
during his absence, the adult Sunday School used a Reformed study of Law 
and Gospel. That resulted in yet more research and study where the best 
answers again came from confessional Lutherans. 

We had to confront the Sacraments more directly when our then 10-year 
old daughter asked to be baptized before we moved to Denver for a new job. 
The church asked her to prepare a testimony. We asked her to study Scripture 
with us. The result was an alert to the church that she would have no testimony, 
only a statement of the benefits of Baptism per Scripture based on Lutheran 
doctrine. To their credit, the pastors did not object and baptized her. It certainly 
brought home the issue for us when the person who came after her gave his 
testimony that this was his third Baptism, because the other two didn't “take.” 

As we prepared to relocate to Denver, it was clear that we were no longer 
evangelicals in any sense. We were going to have to find a Lutheran church. 
Providentially, we rented a home across the street from a family that attended a 
confessional LCMS church in south Denver. They invited us to worship with 
them, and we accepted.  

The actions of the pastor amazed us. We were contacted immediately 
after our first visit, and he set up a time to meet with us and plan our catechesis. 
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For some 12 weeks thereafter, he showed up at our home every Thursday 
evening in his clerical collar to instruct us patiently, while suffering the unwanted 
attention of an exuberant dog and the distractions of a busy household. We had 
never come across a sole pastor that invested so much time into one family 
without any expectation of a return. It was also clear that the pastor was 
exceptionally well-trained. He was able to clarify doctrine from Scripture and the 
Confessions without hesitation, and it was wholly consistent with what he 
preached every Sunday and supported by the liturgy that was also catechizing 
us.  

We finally found peace and joy in Christ because a faithful remnant were 
unwilling to compromise sound doctrine. Long may they be preserved in, by and 
for the sake of Christ. 

 
Tim Wood lives with his family in Denver where he works full 
time in an extractive industry. Tim and his family are members 
of a Confessional LCMS congregation in south Denver, and 
sheep to a wonderful shepherd who patiently guided them into 
the one true faith. Tim and his wife, Wanita, are immigrants from 
South Africa and are the owners of Ad Crucem, an online 
Confessional Lutheran greeting card, art and gift company. 
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Dear Issues, Etc. Listener: 

As the new year begins, please consider supporting Issues, Etc. by joining or upgrading your membership 
in our monthly or annual giving program, the Issues, Etc. Reformation Club. Join at any of four levels: 

CONFESSOR 
($25/month, $250/year) 
“I Have Issues” t-shirt 

Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” by Pastor Matt Harrison 

APOLOGIST 
($50/month, $500/year) 
“I Have Issues” t-shirt 

Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” 
2 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month 

REFORMER 
($100/month, $1,000/year) 

“I Have Issues” t-shirt 
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” 
4 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month 

Bi-monthly written transcript of an IE broadcast 

PATRON 
($200/month, $2,000/year) 

“I Have Issues” t-shirt 
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” 
6 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month 

Bi-monthly written transcript of an IE broadcast 
Your Church’s contact information posted at our website (IE 300) 

To join the Issues, Etc. Reformation Club, click here, email craig@issuesetc.org or call (618) 
223-8385. And, if you join or upgrade your membership in January or February, we will send you 
the limited edition “Here I Stand” t-shirt in addition to your other membership premiums. Click to 
enlarge the picture. 

Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc., past, present and future, and thanks for listening. 

Wir sind alle Bettler, 

Todd Wilken, host 
Issues, Etc.  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PHILOSOPHY KATA CHRISTON

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO BETTER UNDERSTAND PHILOSOPHY AND ITS 
IMPACT ON TODAY’S CULTURE, BUT DIDN’T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN? HAVE 
YOU STRUGGLED TO FIND A BIBLICAL APPROACH TO THE TOPIC? 

Concordia University Wisconsin has the answer for you with their latest free course entitled, “Kata 
Christon: Using Your Head in Pastoral Work.” The course begins on January 11th, 2016 and is taught 
by noted Lutheran philosopher, Dr. Gregory P. Schulz, Director of the Martin Galstad Institute for 
Lutheran Philosophy. Ministers will experience a powerful, Biblical, and extremely practical series of 
lessons over a period of 6 weeks.

This course is delivered via Concordia University Wisconsin’s world class distance education program. 

SIGN UP TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT! 
HTTP://ONLINEINFO.CUW.EDU/GO/PHILOSOPHY-MOOC

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY
ONLINE • WI • MI • CENTERS





Find a Church 

ALABAMA 

Hope Lutheran Church 
Rev. R. Daniel Carlson 
Rev. Dr. Carl Beckwith 
4800 Montevallo Rd 
Birmingham, AL 35210  
205-956-1930 

St.Paul Lutheran Church 
Rev. John Bussman 
513 4th Ave SE 
Cullman, AL 35055  
256-734-3575 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rev. William Parsons III 
200 S Section St  
Fairhope, AL 36532  
251-928-8397 

CALIFORNIA 

 
Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Ronald Hodel 
Rev. Jeremy Rhode  
34381 Calle Portola  
Capistrano Beach, CA 92624  
949-496-1901 

Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Jordan 
750 Moss Ave 
Chico, CA 95926 
530-342-6085   

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Payne 
16050 E San Bernardino Rd 
Covina, CA 91722 
626-337-2971 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior  
Rev. Dennis Bestul 
Rev. John Bestul 
5825 Bollinger Rd 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
408-252-0345 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Ledic  
2305 Camino Tassajara 
Danville, CA 94506  
925-736-2270 

Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Rev Jeffrey Horn 
1087 W Country Club Ln 
Escondido CA 92026 
760-743-2478  

Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Gregory Young 
4672 North Cedar Ave 
Fresno, CA 93726  
559-222-2320 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Bruce von Hindenburg 
902 Maple St  
Inglewood, CA 90301 
310-671-7644 

St. Luke's Lutheran 
Rev Mark Menacher 
5150 Wilson St 
La Mesa, CA 91942 
619-463-6633 
St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Brandon Jones 
2283 Palo Verde Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
562-596-4409 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. Dan Kistler 
4400 Cabrillo Hwy  
Pacifica, CA 94044 
650-359-1550 

Christ the King Lutheran 
Rev Wiley Smith 
1505 Ford St 
Redlands CA 92373 
909-793-5703 

Our Savior's Lutheran 
Rev. William Lindemeyer 
725 N Fairview St 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
706-375-7921 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev. Todd Peperkorn 
4701 Grove St 
Rocklin, CA 95677  
916-624-8185 

Prince of Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Paul Willweber 
6801 Easton Ct 
San Diego, CA 92120 
619-583-1436 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. John Gross 
1010 E. Foothill Blvd. 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 
805-543-8327 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. David Mark Carver 
2825 Alameda De Las Pulgas 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650-345-9068 

COLORADO 

Risen Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Joseph Brennan 
14850 W 72nd Ave 
Arvada, CO 80007  
303-421-5872 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Geoffrey Wagner 
4022 Park Ln 
Elizabeth, CO 80107  
303-646-1378 

DELAWARE 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
Rev David Kummer 
3003 Silverside Road 
Wilmington, DE 19810 
302-478-3004 

FLORIDA 
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Rev George Poulos Jr 
7601 SW 39th Street 
Davie, FL 33328 
954-475-0683 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Rev. Randy Blankschaen 
24 W Wright St 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
850-438-8138 

GEORGIA 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev John Hopkins 
12391 Mercy Blvd 
Savannah GA 31419 
912-925-4839 

IDAHO 
 
Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev David Reeder 
407 S Hayes 
Emmett ID 83617  
208-365-5231 

ILLINOIS 

St Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Joel Brondos 
Rev. Kevin Koester  
9035 Grant 
Brookfield, IL 60513 
708-485-6987 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Elliott 
Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
509 S Mattis Ave 
Champaign, IL 61821  
217-359-1123 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Richard Heinz 
4939 West Montrose Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
773-736-1112 

Good Shepherd Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Walther 
Rev. Paul Hemenway 
1300 Belt Line Rd 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
618-344-3151 

Prince of Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Larry Rubeck  
932 McHenry Ave 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-3200 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Gary Wright  
17618 Hubbard Road 
East Moline, IL 61244 
309-496-2186 

Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Bestul  
535 N McLean Blvd  
Elgin, IL 60123 
847-741-5433 
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Bethany Lutheran  
Rev. Jeff Hemmer 
5600 Old Collinsville Rd  
Fairview Heights, IL 62208  
618-632-6906 

Concordia Lutheran 
Rev. Stephen Mueller  
316 S Oakwood Ave 
Geneseo, IL 61254 
(309) 944-3993 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev. David Fielding 
3715 Wabash Ave 
Granite City, IL 62040  
(618) 876-7568 

St. Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Ben Ball  
6969 W. Frontage Rd 
Worden, IL 62097  
P.O. Box 247 
Hamel, IL 62046  
618-633-2209 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Brian Holle 
801 N Madison St 
Lebanon, IL 62254 
618-537-2300  
 
Zion Lutheran  
Rev. Kirk Clayton  
101 South Railway 
Mascoutah, IL 62258  
618 566-7345 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Ill 
Rev. Todd Wilken  
503 E Washington St  
Millstadt, IL 62260  
618-476-3101 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Wilfred Karsten 
4107 21st Ave 
Moline, IL 61265 
309-764-9720 

Bethany Lutheran  
Rev. Timothy Rossow 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher 
1550 Modaff Rd 
Naperville, IL 60565  
630-355-2198 

Christ Lutheran  
Rev. Robert Niehus  
607 Harvard St  
Oak Park, IL 60304  
708-386-3306 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Donald Pritchard 
525 N. Cartwright  
Pleasant Plains IL 62677 
217-626-1282 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Schuermann 
Rev. James Stuenkel 
500 South Sherman Blvd  
Sherman, IL 62684  
217-496-3149 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Brockhoff  
1800 S Rodenburg Rd 
Schaumburg, IL 60193  
847-524-9746 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Jerry Bagwell  
726 W. Filmore St. 
Vandalia, IL 62471 
618-283-1133 

INDIANA 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. John Armstrong 
3201 Central Ave 
Columbus, IN 47203 
812-372-4859 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Martin Noland 
1000 W Illinois St 
Evansville, IN 47710 
812-424-4785 

Divine Savior Lutheran 
Rev. James Schulz 
11351 Village Square Ln 
Fishers, IN 46038 
317-849-9692 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. David Peterson  
Rev. Michael Frese 
202 West Rudisill Blvd 
Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
260-744-2585 

Lake George Lutheran 
Rev. Jeff Springer 
1540 W 800 N 
Fremont, IN 46737 
260-833-6208 

Calvary Lutheran  
Rev. Kurt Ebert 
Rev. Udhayanesan Raji 
6111 Shelby St 
Indianapolis, IN 46227 
317-783-2000 

St Paul's Lutheran  
Rev. David Shadday 
3932 Mi Casa Ave 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 
317-787-4464 

St Peter Lutheran 
Rev. Seth Mierow 
2525 E 11th St 
Indianapolis, IN 46201 
317-638-7245 

St. James Lutheran  
Rev. KC Denning 
430 Ninth St 
Logansport, IN 46947 
574-753-4227 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Speckhard 
8601 Harrison Ave 
Munster, IN 46321  
219-836-6270 

Christ Lutheran  
Rev. Adrian Piazza 
10055 E 186th St 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
317-773-3669 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Jacob Sutton 
645 Poplar St 
Terre Haute, IN 47807  
812-232-4972 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Eric Ahlemeyer 
4413 South State Rd 135 
Vallonia, IN 47281 
812-358-3225 

Advent Lutheran  
Rev. John Fiene 
11250 N Michigan Rd 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
317-873-6318 

IOWA 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Kevin Johnson 
1100 Market St 
Carlisle, IA 50047 
515-989-3841 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Knox 
904 Bluff St 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-266-2509 

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Nathan Dudley 
2463 State Hwy 2 
Clarinda, IA 51632  
712-542-1505 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Keuning 
309 Marshall Street, P.O. Box 127  
Dexter, IA 50072 
515-729-2977 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. J.R. Wheeler 
101 E View Pl  
Osceola, IA 50213  
641-342-3121 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Don Erickson 
5092 480th St. 
Paullina IA 51046 
712-418-2637 

St John Lutheran 
Rev. David Klinge 
1956 Durham Ave 
State Center, IA 50247  
641-483-2578 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev Edward Killian 
1555 W Ridgeway Ave 
Waterloo IA 50701 
319-236-1771 

KANSAS 

Risen Savior Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Weinkauf  
14700 Leavenworth Rd 
Basehor, KS 66007 
913-724-2900 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Troy Slater 
802 E Trapp St  
Herington, KS 67449  
785-258-3122 
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Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Dale Dumperth 
800 E 1St St 
McPherson, KS 67460-3614  
620-241-1627 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Vogts 
34868 Block Rd 
Paola KS 66071 
913-849-3344 

Augsburg Lutheran 
Rev. J. W. Watson  
13902 W 67th St  
Shawnee, KS 66216 
785-331-3890 

St John's Lutheran 
Rev. Peter Lange  
901 SW Fillmore St 
Topeka, KS 66606  
785-354-7132 

Grace Lutheran Church  
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle 
Rev. Michael Brockman 
3310 E Pawnee St  
Wichita, KS 67218        
316-685-6781   

Trinity Lutheran Church  
Rev. Geoffrey Boyle  
611 S Erie St  
Wichita, KS 67211      
316-685-1571 

KENTUCKY 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Huebner 
2255 Eastland Pkwy 
Lexington, KY 40505  
859-299-9615 

Resurrection Lutheran 
Rev. Curtis Peters 
4205 Gardiner View Ave. 
Louisville, KY 40213 
502-458-4451  

LOUISIANA 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Rev. Aaron Stinnett  
1905 Highway 59 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
985-674-0377 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Gramit 
117 Chace St. 
Clinton, MA 01510 
978-365-6888 
Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Gregory  
1 Hagar Park Rd  
Westminster, MA 01473  
978-874-2504 

MARYLAND 

Calvary Lutheran  
Rev. Quentin Poulson 
2625 E. Northern Parkway 
Baltimore, MD 21214  
410-426-4301 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. William Stottlemyer 
3738 Resley Rd 
Hancock, MD 21750 
301-678-7180 

St. James Lutheran  
Rev. J. Thomas Foelber 
8 W Overlea Ave 
Overlea, MD 21206 
410-668-0158 

MICHIGAN 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Messer 
325 E Warwick Dr 
Alma, MI 48801 
989-463-5754 

Emmanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Joel Baseley 
800 S Military St 
Dearborn, MI 48124 
313-565-4002 

Resurrection Lutheran  
Rev. Scott Benjamin 
20531 Kelly Rd 
Detroit, MI 48225  
313-372-4902 

Redford Lutheran 
Rev. Raymond Parent II 
22159 Grand River Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48219 
313-535-3733 
Epiphany Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathon Krenz  
4219 Park Ln 
Dorr, MI 49323 
616-681-0791 

Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. David Fleming 
Rev. North Sherrill, Jr. 
2900 Burton St SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
616-949-0710 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. Edward Steeh 
62657 North Ave 
Ray, MI 48096 
586-749-5286 

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word 
c/o Lutheran High Northwest 
Rev. Allen Lunneberg 
1000 Bagley Ave 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309  
248-930-0173 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Allen 
6356 Center Street 
Unionville, MI 48767  
989-674-8681 

MINNESOTA 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Preston Paul 
128 Filmore St SE 
Chatfield, MN 55923 
507-867-4604 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev. Steven C. Briel  
Rev. Matthew P. Johnson 
9141 County Rd 101 
Corcoran, MN 55340 
763-420-2426 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Rusnak 
10583 US Hwy 169 
Garrison, MN 56450 
320-692-4581 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Klatt 
510 Olivia St 
Holloway, MN 56249  
320-394-2452 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Klatt 
1746 30th St NW 
Holloway, MN 56249  
320-394-2308 

St. Paul Lutheran 
1324 9th St 
International Falls MN 56649 
218-283-8642 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Brian Thorson 
47334 132nd St 
Lewisville, MN 56060 
507-435-2201 

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Kurt Klaus 
Rev Christopher Kollmann 
2848 County Road H2 
Mounds View MN 55112 
763-784-1786 

Our Saviour's Lutheran  
Rev. Jon Olson 
1102 7th Ave SW 
Pipestone, MN 56164 
507-825-4124 

Glory of Christ Lutheran 
Rev. John Fehrman 
4040 Hwy 101 N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-478-6031 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Schilbe 
2904 2oth St SE 
Rochester, MN 55904  
507-289-0271 

St Johns Lutheran  
Rev. Christopher Horton 
14385 Blaine Ave E 
Rosemount, MN 55068-5929  
651-423-2149 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Kuddes 
29972 570th Ave 
Waltham, MN 55982  
507-567-2272 

MISSISSIPPI 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Dr. James Holowach 
4423 I-55 North 
Jackson, MS 39206  
601-366-2055 
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MISSOURI 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Warren Woerth  
2211 Tenbrook Rd 
Arnold, MO 63010  
636-296-1292 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Keith Ellerbrock  
3765 Mc Kelvey Rd 
Bridgeton, MO 63044 
314-739-0022 

Lord of Life Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Below  
15750 Baxter Rd 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
636-532-0400 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. James Gier  
1215 Baldwin St  
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024  
816-637-9800 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Rick Pettey 
601 Kingsbury Blvd 
Fredericktown, MO 63645  
573-783-2405 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Rick Pettey 
601 Kingsbury Blvd 
Gravelton, MO 63645  
573-783-2405 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. James Dunn  
4203 Tracy Ave 
Kansas City, MO 64110 
816-561-0561 

Village Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison  
9237 Clayton Rd 
Ladue, MO 63124  
314-993-1834 

Zion Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb 
1075 E Urbandale Dr 
Moberly, MO 65270  
660-263-3256 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Handrick 
Rev. Matthew Marks 
453 N West St  
Perryville, MO 63775  
573-547-8317 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Tyler Arnold  
Rev. Brandon Froiland  
6700 NW 72nd St 
Platte Woods, MO 64151 
816-741-0483 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Doug Gaunt 
4795 N Hwy 94 
Saint Charles, MO 63301 
636-250-3350 

Prince of Peace  
Rev. Dr. Mark Smith 
8646 New Sappington Rd 
Saint Louis, MO 63126  
314-843-8448 

Hope Lutheran 
Rev. Randy Asburry 
Rev. Daniel Preus 
5218 Neosho St 
Saint Louis, MO 63109 
314-352-0014 

St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Steve Riordan 
955 Hwy 109 
Wildwood, MO 63038 
636-273-6239 
 
MONTANA 

Christ The King Lutheran 
Rev. Ryan Wendt 
759 Newman Ln 
Billings, MT 59101-4742  
406-252-9250 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Gerald Paul 
1226 1st Ave. N 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
406-452-2121 
 
NEBRASKA 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Jonathan Rathjan 
34 Alden Dr 
Auburn, NE 68305 
402-274-4210 

St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Allen K. Strawn 
506 Main St 
Bridgeport, NE 69336 
308-262-0424 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Porath 
1009 G St 
Eagle, NE 68347 
402-781-2190 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev. Lance Berndt 
Rev. Clint Poppe 
3825 Wildbriar Ln 
Lincoln, NE 68516  
402-423-7639 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Ebert 
510 S 33rd St 
Lincoln, NE 68501  
402-477-1710 

Lamb of God Lutheran 
Rev Philip Houser 
1010 W Lincoln St 
Papillion NE 68046 
402-934-9045 

NEVADA 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Douglas Barnett  
2657 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy  
Henderson, NV 89052 
702-492-4701 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Donald Colageo 
673 Weston Rd 
Manchester, NH 03103 
603-622-1514 

NEW JERSEY 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev. Ronald Stephens 
340 Palisade Ave 
Garfield, NJ 07026 
973-478-7434 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Tod Rappe 
1605 Van Buren Ave. 
Fayetteville, NC 28303 
910-488-6010 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Olson 
3353 US 176 North 
Tryon, NC 28782 
828-859-0379 

OHIO 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev Arthur Casci 
1240 S Maple Ave 
Fairborn OH 45324 
937-878-0651 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Jud 
1285 Main St 
Hamilton OH 45013 
513-893-6792 

Immanuel Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Phillips  
2120 Lakewood Ave 
Lima, OH 45805 
419-222-2541 

Gethsemane Lutheran  
Rev. Brett Cornelius 
219 E Church St 
Marion, OH 43302 
740-375-0599 

St. John Lutheran  
Rev. Stephen Niermann 
16035 County Rd U 
Napoleon, OH 43505 
419-598-8961 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Green 
7500 State Rd 
Parma, OH 44134 
440-845-2230 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Rev. John Rutz 
13101 Five Point Rd 
Perrysburg, OH 43551 
419-874-6939 

OKLAHOMA 

St Mark Lutheran 
Rev. Mark Erler 
1501 N Bryant  
Edmond, OK 73034 
405-340-0192 
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Grace Lutheran  
2331 E 5th Pl 
Tulsa, OK 74104  
918-592-2999 

OREGON 

Holy Cross Lutheran  
Rev. Bruce Ley 
2515 Queen Ave SE 
Albany, OR 97322  
541-928-0214 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Rev. Michael Podeszwa 
60 Rochester Rd 
Freedom, PA 15042  
724-728-3881 

St John Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Kieselowsky  
25 E Scenic Rd 
Springfield, PA 19064  
610-543-3100 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. David Young 
1169 W Street Rd  
Warminster, PA 18974 
215-672-8181 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Kuntz 
285 Highland Ave 
West View, PA 15229 
412-931-4500  

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Faith Lutheran 
1812 Boundary St 
Beaufort, SC 29902  
843-379-3081 

Holy Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Christopher Burger 
2215 Devine St  
Columbia, SC 29205  
803-799-7224 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Rev. Steven Saxe  
1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr 
Greenville, SC 29609  
864-244-5825 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Wurm 
629 9th Ave. 
Brookings, SD 57006 
605-692-2678 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Rev. David Lindenberg 
219 E Saint Anne St 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
605-721-6480 

Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Matthew Nix 
4801 E 6th St  
Sioux Falls, SD 57110 
605-338-3769 

TENNESSEE 

Grace Lutheran 
Rev. Larry Peters  
Rev. Daniel Ulrich 
2041 Madison St 
Clarksville, TN 37043 
931-647-6750 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Philip Young 
800 Bellevue Rd 
Nashville, TN 37221-2702 
615-646-3150 

St. Paul Lutheran 
Rev. Robert Portier 
1610 Pullen Rd 
Sevierville, TN 37862  
865-365-8551 

TEXAS 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Harris 
1207 W 45th 
Austin, TX 78756 
512-453-3835 

St Paul Lutheran  
Rev. Mark Nuckols 
Rev. Sherman Stenson 
3501 Red River St 
Austin, TX 78705 
512-472-8301 

Bethel Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
1701 N Broadway 
Ballinger, TX 76821 
325-942-9275 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. Brent McGuire 
7611 Park Lane 
Dallas, TX 75225  
214-368-1371 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Carl Roth  
801 W 11th St 
Elgin, TX 78621  
512-281-3367 

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
12358 Country Rd 5500 
Eola, TX 76937  
325-942-9275 

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev. David Grassley 
4513 Williams Rd 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-560-0030 

Our Savior Lutheran  
Rev. Dr. Laurence White 
Rev. David Vandercook 
5000 West Tidwell Rd 
Houston, TX 77091  
713-290-9087 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Glenn Huebel 
Rev. Tom Chryst 
Rev. Steven Cholak  
1308 Whitley Rd 
Keller, TX 76248  
817-431-2345 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Rev. Randall Smith 
5084 Church Ln 
North Zulch, TX 77872 
936-399-5563 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Thomas Baden 
801 1st St 
Ozona, TX 76943 
325-942-9275 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. James Woelmer 
Rev. Robert Hill  
Rev. Jacob Sutton 
1701 E Park Blvd 
Plano, TX 75074 
972-423-7447 

Lord of Life Lutheran 
Rev. Joel Shaltanis 
3601 W. 15th St 
Plano, TX 75075 
972-867-5588 

Trinity Lutheran  
Rev. Allan Eckert 
Rev. Randall Wehmeyer 
3536 Lutheran Way 
San Angelo, TX 76904  
325-944-8660 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev L. Lynn Lubke 
1000 N Crockett St. 
San Benito TX 78568 
956-399-3422 

Hope Lutheran  
Rev. Thomas Baden 
417 E 2nd St 
Sonora, TX 76950 
325-942-9275 

Living Word Lutheran Church 
Rev. Daniel Quinn  
9500 North Panther Creek Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 
281-363-4860 

VIRGINA 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Christopher Esget 
1801 Russell Rd 
Alexandria, VA 22301 
703-549-0155 

St. Athanasius Lutheran 
Rev. James Douthwaite  
114 Kingsley Rd SW 
Vienna, VA 22180  
703-455-4003 

WASHINGTON 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Daniel Freeman 
2071 Bishop Rd 
Chehalis, WA 98532  
360-748-4108 

Faith Lutheran 
Rev. Timothy Winterstein 
171 Eastmont Ave. 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 
509-844-7623 
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Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev. Kyle Heck 
2531 Lombard Ave 
Everett, WA 98201 
425-252-7038 
Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Kurt Onken 
9209 State Ave 
Marysville, WA 98270 
360-659-4112 

Messiah Lutheran  
Rev. Ernie Lassman 
Rev Trevor Mankin 
7050 35th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98115-5917  
206-524-0024 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Rev. Kerry Reese 
Rev. Warrens Berger 
9225 212th St SE 
Snohomish, WA 98296 
360-668-7881  

WISCONSIN 

St. John's Lutheran  
Rev. John Neugebauer 
E 5221 Church Rd 
Algoma, WI 54201 
920-487-2335 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. T. Clint Stark  
110 E Grand Ave 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729  
715-723-6380 

Elm Grove Lutheran 
Rev. Larry Myers 
Rev. Eric Skovgaard  
945 N Terrace Dr 
Elm Grove, WI 53122 
262-797-2970 

Mount Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Aaron Koch 
3820 W Layton Ave  
Greenfield, WI 53221 
414-282-4900 

Saint Stephen Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Seehafer 
Rev. Jonathan Szczesny 
505 N Palmatory St 
Horicon, WI 53032 
920-485-668 

St. John Lutheran 
Rev. James Mallmann 
450 Bridge St 
Mayville, WI 53050 
920-387-3568 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Ricky Schroeder 
1228 S Park Ave 
Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

Grace Lutheran  
Rev. Randal Poppe 
3700 Washington Ave 
Racine, WI 53405 
262-633-4831 

St. John's Lutheran 
Rev. Jacob Gilbert 
510 Kewaunee St 
Racine, WI 53402 
262-637-7011 

St Jakobi Lutheran  
Rev. Travis Kleinschmidt 
W 8089 County Rd A  
Shawano, WI 54166 
715-524-4347 

Luther Memorial Chapel  
Rev. Dr. Ken Wieting  
3833 N Maryland Ave 
Shorewood, WI 53211  
414-332-5732 

Peace Lutheran  
Rev. Peter Bender 
W240 N6145 Maple Ave  
Sussex, WI 53089 
262-246-3200 

WYOMING 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Daniel Holthus 
1240 S Missouri Ave 
Casper, WY 82609 
307-234-0568 

Zion Lutheran 
Rev. Paul Rosberg 
601 S 9th St 
Douglas, WY 82633-2704  
307-358-2810 

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev. Scott Firminhac 
Rev. Jared Tucher  
1001 E 9th St 
Gillette, WY 82717 
307-682-4886 

Redeemer Lutheran  
Rev. David Bott 
175 N. Willow St  
Jackson, WY 83001  
307-733-3409 

CANADA 

St. Matthew Lutheran  
Rev. Michael Keith  
5021 52 Ave 
Stony Plain, AB T7Z1C1 
780-963-2416 

Bethel Lutheran 
Rev Jamie Bosma 
264 Wilson St 
Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9 
807-344-8322 
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